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The following Sermons 
Are inſcribed. 


T 0 


The Memory of 
JOHN HOWARDEſq. F. R. S. 


TG 
They were originally intended 
To have been dedicated; 
| Whoſe unwearied Endeavours 
To relieve the diſtreſſed captive 
In every Clime and Country, ; | 
Jaſtly entitled him | 1 
To the Appellation of 9 
The PRISONER's FRIEND : 1 
And | 
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³²ÜOÜ And who, s 


| In 8 the ſame plan 
Of Benevolence, 
At length fell a Sacrifice 
To his Humanity 
At Cherſon on the Black Sea, 
January 20. 1790; _ 
Io ſhew Mankind - 
That in the Eye of Providence 
Not a long life, 
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Peruſal of the travels 
and benevolent labors 
of Mr. Howard gave riſe to a 
train of Sentiments, which, in 
the following g publication, the 
Author has attempted to pur- 
ſue. It is evident from the 

authentic accounts, given by 
that humane man, of the ſtate 
and manner of confines 
in priſons, that their Inhabi- 
tants are the moſt miſerable 
as well as the moſt helpleſs of 
Mankind; it is certain, alfo, 
that they are the moſt aban- 

doned. It was not his inten- 
tion, neither would it be von- 
1 e | 
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ety, to render their Situ 


ations 
fo commodious, as to take 
away the Idea of puniſhment. 
But, ſurely, it muſt be the 
wiſh of every. feeling heart, 
and particularly of thoſe, who 


profeſs themſelves followers 


of the compaſſionate Saviour 
of the world, to remove every 
obſtacle out of the way of re- 
formation; - to conſult the 


tual as * as the bodiiy 
health of thoſe who are un- 


ger confinement, and to pro- 


mote that n thought and 


a reflection among them which 


may ultimately conduce to 


render them uſeful members 


of 3 here, and joyful 
8 Re- 


Preface. _ vii 


Expectants of Happineſs here- 
after. Speaking of the treat- 
ment of priſoners in Switzer- 
land, Mr. Howard lays, * 
*The principal Object here 
“is to make them better men. 
„ This indeed ſhould. be the 
leading view inevery Houſe 
© of Correction. As rational 
© And immortal Beings, WE 
© owe this to them; nor can 
© any criminality of theirs; 
© juſtify on en in. thels 
be "IN 51 


How very heneficiat theſe 
F of Mr. Howard 
Have been, are too well known: 
to be recounted:; nor would 

AQ: the 


 Avpent, to the State of the Priſons. P. 89. 


vil . Preface. 
the Author of the following 
pieces of Inſtruction have 
ventured to have taken up his 
pen, had he not thought it 
the duty of every Chriſtian, 
much more of every Chriſtian 
Miniſter, to ſecond, to the 
utmoſt of his Abilities, ' 
glorious an Example. Let it 

Not be ſaid, that the Object 1s 
too large to hope for Succeſs. 
The World is ſtill larger; 
and yet the Founder of our 
Religion ſent forth his diſci- 
ples to teach, or make con- 
verts of, all nations. In our 


FT priſons are collected, within 


a {mall compals, men of the 
moſt unprincipled, and often 
5 infamous, Characters. They 


appear, 


| Preface. © 1 


appear, however, under the 
moſt favorable circumſtances 
for Inſtruction; for they have 
been ſtopped in the midſt of 
their career, and are ſuffering 
the penalties which they have 
juſtly incurred. At this time, 
therefore, the Voice of Ad- 
monition is moſt likely to be 
attended to. The bleſſing of 
SGod may accompany the leſ- 
ſon of the teacher, and he 
who was received into Goal _ 
a man of the worſt morals, | 
may be returned into Society 
with a diſpoſition to — | 
and a reſolution to live bet- 4 
ter for the future. W251 


No ed appears marx; i 
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= a 
likely to anſwer this good 
| purpole, than the confinement. 
of criminals in ſeparate apart- 
- ments, which has been re- 
commended by Mr. Howard, 
and is already adopted, with | 
good Effect, in many places 
of this kingdom. It will, no 
doubt, be found the Intereſt 
of the counties in general, as 
well as of individual towns, 
to follow this mode of pu- 


niſhment. I have lately ſeen 


with great ſatisfaction two 
priſons, almoſt completed, 
with every accommodation 
of this nature; I mean, at 


Oxford and at Mancheſter ; 


and I hope it will not be 
TO before other places will 
” follow 


Preface. - '- - | 
follow the Example of theſe, 


ſo eminent for. learning and 
for commerce. 


When ths nne! 18 da 
wed from the Society of 
every other perſon, it is likely 
that he will turn his thoughts 
upon himſelf. A ſucceſſion 
of days and hours in Solitude, 
at firſt, perhaps, will make 
him heavy and dejected. 
This is the moment for In- 
ſtruction. In the preſent age 
there are few, even among 
the common People, who are 


not able to read. He may 


be induced, therefore, tocon- 


ſider it as a reward fir good 


behaviour, and an agreeable 
Nl com- 


xii | Preface. 


companion in his ſolitary 
moments, to have a book put 


5 his hands; and as he 


reads and meditates on ſerious 
things, there is every reaſon 
to hope, that his heart will 


be corrected, and that in 
every reſpect he will become 


a New Tt. 


—.— e I "oy that 
there are very few books, ad- 


dreſſed particularly to con- 


fined Criminals. Roſſell's 
Priſoner's Director, and Dr. 


Dodd's Thoughts, are almoſt 


the only publications, at leaft 
of modern date, which I could 


hear of, tho' I applied for this 


OS to the Reverend Mr. 
. Villette, 


Preface. xiii 


Vilette, Ordinary of Newgate, 


who obligingly offered to 


communicate any Informa- 
tion I might wiſh for; and 
even theſe, he be! me, 
were very ſeldom uſed by the 


Priſoners. The riot and dif- 
ſipation, indeed, which, to 
the diſgrace of our police, are 
ſuffered to prevail in the 
generality of priſons, muſt 
counteract the advantages. 


which might ariſe from books 


of the moſt allowed Utility; 


and a well diſpoſed priſoner, 
thus endeavouring to improve 
his time, would, I fear, in 
many of our Goals find ham- 


ſelf the Object of contempt 
=. ridicule from the profli- 


gate 


N Preface. 
gate and hardened; But 15 
vigilant Attention in Sheriffs 


and Magiſtrates would cer- 


tainly diminiſh, if it cannot 
wholly remove, theſe Evils ; 
' and ſurely they would be well 
rewarded, if they could but 
be inſtrumental i in forming a 
ſingle penitent, and thus de- 
rivimg upon themſelves the 
A of anus that 15 ne bo 
E 


That fadks e are 
not wholly chimerical, may 
be inferred from Mr. How- 
ard's Account of the priſons 
an Holland, In molt of the 
<q priſons. for Criminals; he 
bs Hos: aka there are fo many 

| rooms, 


1 


| Preface. Xv 
« TOOMs, that each priſoner 


« 1s kept ſeparate. They ne- 


ver go out of their rooms: 
each has a bed- ſtead, ſtrau- 
« and coverlid.=iGreat care 
4 is taken to give them moral 

«and religious Inſtruction, 

% and reform their manners, 
for their own. and the pub- 
lic good. The Chaplain 


% does not onlyperform pub- 


„lic worſhip, but privately 
inſtructs the priſoners, ca- 


„ techizes them every week, 
« &c.and I am well informed 


„many of them come out 
_ « fober and honeſt,” * 


From the ſanion of this | 


Example 


0 State of the priſons, Sect. 3. 


c 


1 1 
E 


A : EMNCTERETTMTH,.c+ Ar 
* —_ * — mum a 
- ed " 0 5 * ; 1 
= en * — 22 e P_—_ _ 4-46 F 2 i 
> — 2 = — 


232 OTIS — .. e 


* 
Wi Preface. 


Example I may be permitted 
to obſerve, that a reformation 
in our priſons muſt depend, 


in a great meaſure, on the aſ- 


ſiduity and zeal of the Chap- 
lains. It has never been my 
lot to execute this part of the 
Clergyman's duty: but it ap- 
Pears to me a very intereſting 
and important Employment. 
My Brethren of that denomi- 
nation wHl-pardon me if I re- 
peat what Mr. Howard has 
ſo well expreſſed ; and as he 
has informed us, that in Eng- 
land there are few priſons 
without a Chaplain, fo, I fin- 
cerely hope that they may be 
all in fact ſuch as he here de- 
ſeribes. 0 A en ſhould 


N be 


be in Wee a chriſtian; 
cc one who will not content 


« himſelf with officiating in 

& public ; but will converſe 
cc with the priſoners; ; admo- 
e niſh the profligate ; exhort 
« the thoughtleſs; comfort 


© the ſick; and make known 


ce to the condemned that mer- 
*« cy, which is revealed in 
ee the Goſpel.” * - | 


* 


To afford ſome e re- 


flections in ſolitary confine- 
ment, to give hope to the 


: afflicted heart, and to confirm 
the penitent in his reſolutions 


of amendment, is the Object 


of the following Sermons. 


That mode of Inſtruction was 


C 


e tate of the priſons, Se. 3. 


pili Preface. 


preferred, as giving a better 
Opportunity of perſonally. -”, 
dreſſing the criminal, and 
Ipeaking more forcibly” to his 
Hopes and fears. The Sub- 
jects, here choſen, are more 
general than the- Author 
could have wiſhed, but if 
theſe ſhould be found uſeful, 
he may, with the divine bleſſ- 
ing, purſue the plan Bere de- 
ſcribed, and treat more parti- 
cularly of thoſe offences 
which from their influence 
on the happineſs of Society, 
are principally cognizable by 
human laws, If a with to 
promote the welfare of this 
unhappy portion of my fellow 
creatures, if adefire of tui 
ah to ee ge be any 


apology 


Preface: 1% 


apology for an imperfect per- 

formance; ſuch muſt be mine, 
for offering to the public the 
reſult of a, few ſerious mo- 
merits of reflection. 


"While the lull of thels-par 


pers were in the. preſs, the 
melancholy Intelligence of 
Mr, Howard's death, arrived; 


a circumſtance which muſt 


excite, in all the admirers. of 
His exalted virtues, the liveli- 
eſt expreſſions of ſorrow. To 
ED a character which 
all the world beholds with 
veneration, would be pre- 
ſumption: not to, acknow- 
ledge the Obligations of the 
© ptelent age to Him would be 
Ingratitude. The ſtoried 


ba, = Column 


. Preface. | 


Column or the marble Buſt 
may be juſtly due from a 
people ſenſible of his peculiar 
merits, but the beſt record 
of his praiſe is inſcribed in 
the Book oF LIE, and in the 
hearts of the diſtreſſed captive, I 
the ſolitary” priſoner, or the 
ſorrowful lazar, whoſe Infirm- 
ities either of mind'or body 
have beenrelieved by his be- 
nevolence. It may be ſaid of 
this excellent man as of the 


good Joſias, Ine remem- 


Brance of him is like the compo- 
fttion of the perfume made by the 
art of the Apothecary e it is feweet 
as honey in all mouths, and as 
15 cat a ae . Wine. oY 
J. B. 
Srocx ron UPON TEES, © 
March 19 1790. 
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SkRMON 


SERMON I. 


THE PRISONER OF HOPE, 


en. iu. 12 


Turn ye to the Stronghold, ye 


Priſoners of Hope 


| addreſſing an Audience under 


the peculiar circumſtances of that 


now before me, it is neceſſary, that 
the great truths of Chriſtianity ſnould 


be inculcated with ſincerity, and 
that the hearts of all the priſoners 
of hope Thould be ready to receive 
them, Never are we more in need 
of divine conſolations, than when 
we begin to feel the preſſure of Ca- 

| * 3 lamity: 
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lamity: and never does calamity 
more grievoufly afflict us, than When 
it is the conſequence of Guilt. Un- 
der theſe circumſtances, it may well 
be preſumed, that your hearts are 
nm ſoftened, that your preſent Si- 
FL tuation hath impreſſed itſelf ſtrongly 
upon your minds, and that, in the 
true Spirit of devotion, each of you 
is ready to exclaim, My Soul long- 
| eth, yea even fainteth for the courts 
* ol the Lord, my heart and my fleſh 
2 ' cry out for the living God.“ : 


Leſt at leiſure to meditate. on a 
variety of Scenes, now paſt and 
gone, and which cannot be recalled, 
it is natural for the mind to turn 
. inward on itſelf. Conſcience will 
take the advantage of Solitude, to 
lace before our Eyes a train of 
1 Images, which, it was our wih, ne- 
Ver to have ſeen again. From the 
* moſt diſtant corners of the world, 
01 PEE from 


„ * Plalm Ixxxiv. 2. 
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The Priſoner of Hope, 3 
the deepeſt receſſes of the deſert, 
from the bowels of the earth, it 
brings forth witneſſes of our Guilt. 
When all around us is buried in 
darkneſs and obſcurity, it darts into 
our cell a penetrating ray, and pre- 
ſents hefore us an Object of Horror 
and diſmay, Can any hide himſelf 
in fecret places, that I ſhall not ſee 
him, ſaith the Lord? Do not I fill 
Heaven and Earth, faith the Lord? * 


Within theſe walls, tho' ſhut out 
from the reſt of the world, are yet 
to be found men of various tempers 
and diſpoſitions. Some, I fear, 
hardened and hackneyed in atroci- 
ous erimes, are brought hither with- 
out any Senſe ol duty or religion, 
having no hope and without God in 
the world. f Some, better educated 
and inſtructed, ſuſfer the ſame dif- p 
| grace from the violence of tempta= _ 
tion, and the influence of corrupt 
q Ba. B 2 pallion, 


e Ter: XXUl 246 + Eph. ii. 12. 
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4 The Priſoner of Hope. 
zaſſion. Some too—may Ipreſume? 
—misfortune hath brought hither: 
a train of conſequences, which, per- 
haps, could neither be foreſeen nor 
prevented, hath placed theſe unhap- 
Py mourners in this melancholy Si- 
tuation. While, therefore, I endea- 
vour with the terrors of the Lord to 
* perſuade others, with the/e I mult 
drop the ſympathizing tear; muſt 
refer them to the comforts of Him, 
who came to heal the broken-heart- 
ed, to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives, and the opening ofthe priſon 
to them that are bound.“ | 


May the divine Spirit of Grace 
make me diligent to teach, and you 
attentive to hear! 


The condition of Sinners is, in 
the language of the Prophets, fre- 
quently compared to that of Pri- 
oners, confined in chains and _ 
. nels. 


5 


: * Iſaiah Ix, 1. 
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nels. Both are fallen from a hap- 
pier Situation, and both are reſer- 
ved for puniſhment, The Text, 
under this ſenſe, endeavours to 
reſcue from deſtruction the unhappy 
Sufferers, and by removing from 
them the weight of Sin, introduce 
to them the comforts of Hope 
turn ye to the ſtrong-hold, ye priſon- 
ers of Hope. The Hope, here pro- 
miſed, is the hope of everlaſting life: 
and the Strong- hold, here recom- 
mended, is the Saviour of the world, 


in whoſe Goſpel all the means of 


Salvation are revealed. By the 
blood of thy covenant, ſays Zechari- 
ah, F that is, by virtue of the cove- 
nant, ſealed with the blood of Chriſt, 
I have ſent forth the priſoners out of 
the pit wherein is no water, I have 
delivered mankind from the bond- 
age of Sin and Satan. | He then 
proceeds, turn ye to the Strong-hold, 
ye pre/oners of hope—look upon the 
ON on rock 


r + Louth's Com. 


- AE <> 


er tv au —— — — 


6 The Priſoner of Hope. 


rock of your Salvation, and that 
rock is, Chriſt. He will deliver you 
in the time of trouble, and will not 
ſuffer his promiſes to fail, In the 


old Teſtament, this is the gracious 
Meſſage to the afflicted priſoner— 
Thus ſaith the Lord, In an accept- 


able time I have heard thee and in a 
day of Salvation I have helped thee, 
and I will preſerve thee, and give 
thee foracovenant of the people, that 
thou mayeſt ſay to the priſoners, Go 
forth, and to thoſe that are in dark- 
nels, Shew yourſelves. F And in the 


new Teſtament, the Meſſenger him- 


ſelf invites them with words that 
cannot be heard by the afflicted 
without emotion, Come unto me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy la- 


den, and I Will give you reſt, t 


0 thoſe who live in : land of 
Chriſtians, however they may have 
been mis-led by Error, or deceived 


+ IC xlix 9. + Mat, Xi. 28. 


The Priſoner of Hope. #7 


by Sin, it cannot be unknown, that 
a revelation has been given from 
Heaven, for the Inſtruction of man- 
kind. A little further Enquiry will 
inform them, that this revelation 
was delivered by a Law-giver, who 
was Himſelf not only a Sacrifice for 
Sen but alſo an Enſample of godly 
(ie. The whole Ellence - of. the 
Chriſtian religion 1s contained 1n 
this deſcription; a religion, which, 
above all others, recommends itſelf 
to mankind by this peculiar diſtinc- 
tion, that it's Author was the pattern 
of the pureſt manners; that he pro- 
miled to accept the ſincere, tho im- 
perfect obedience of his followers ; 
and not only to deliver the truly 
penitent from the puniſhment due 
to Sin, but to admit them to the 
glorious liberty of the Sons of God. 


This religion was not unconnect- 
ed with former Syſtems of divine 
Inſtruction. It comprehends the 
whole range of creation; and as its 


firſt 
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firſt glimmerings appeared with our 
firſt parents in paradile, ſo its light, 
4 through ſucceeding ages, continued 
= to increaſe more and more unto a 
1 perfect day, and will continue with 
increaſing luſtre till the reſurrection 

of the juſt. 85 


- 
——ñ—ñ—ͤ— 


While the world was yet young, 
Sin entered; and wide and deſtruc- 
tive has been its progreſs. But the 
diſobedience ot our firſt parents was 
not without remedy. God ſent his 
own Son, the brightneſs of his wary 
and the expreſs Image of his perſon, 
to redeem us from the malignity of 
Sin. If by one man's diſobedience, 
the Apoſtle argues, Death reigned 
by one, much'more they who receive 
abundance of Grace and of the Gift 
of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in Life 
by one, Chriſt Jeſus : therefore as by 
the offence of one {or one offence, 
namely, Adam's eating the * 
n 4 . 24M 


— 
= 
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den fruit) Judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation ; even fo by 
the righteouſneſs of one (or one act 
of Righteouſneſs, namely, the Death 
ot Chriſt upon the Croſs) the free 
Gift came upon all men unto Juſti- 
fication of Life, For as by one 
man's diſobedience many (that 1s, 
the Many, or all men) were made 
Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of one 
ſhall many (that is, all men) be 
made righteous. + | 


Melancholy is it to refle& upon 
the Sins that in all ages have pre- 
 vailed in the world. The Powers 

olf the human mind, were often 
too weak to oppoſe the Encroach- 
ments of corrupt Inclination. But 
religion ſupplies theſe deficiencies 
of nature; and when we hear the 
Apoſtle earneſtly enquire O wretch- 
ed man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
me from this body of death? this 
weight of miſery, with which I am 
oppreſſed, 


+ Rom, v. 16. see Locke's Annot, 


x 1 


: 4 2 F 
» | 1 
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oppreſſed, the unhappy conſequence 
of accumulated Guilt? — we are 
enabled with him to anſwer, Ithank 
God—or rather, The " ht of God 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. There- 
fore, as St. Paul proceeds, there is 
now no condemnation to them 

which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk 


not after the fleſh but alter che 


3 8 


The reſalt of this. analog can- 
not but be evident to the meaneſt 
and moſt uninformed underſtanding. | 
The true profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
the true Faith in Chriſt is that which 


removes the Guilt of Sin, and by 
which we can ſay, there is now no 
condemnation to them that are in 


| Chriſt Jefus. F 


Beli AIRED. 2 ftate which [car molt 


| of you, have never known, now in- 


vit es you 10 receive her comforts, 
a. Waun 


Rom. vii 24, 2g; & vili. 1. 


* 
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With earneſtneſs' ſhe beckons you 
to her ſide, and addreſſes you with 
the voice of Supplication, This is 
the way, walk you in it. F But 
Chriſtianity, my unhappy Brethren, 
conſiſts not in a ſet of ſpeculative 
opinions. It is not an aſſent alone 
to any doctrine that will ſave you. 
That book, in which the Will of 
God is revealed to mankind, holds 
forth a train of moral duties, which 
the Author of our religion requires 
us, under the ſevereſt penalties, to 
. How many of theſe you 

ave violated, your own hearts can 
| beſt inform you. Certain it is that 
the recollection muſt make every 
nerve to tremble, every Soul to 
ſhrink. Look back upon your mi- 
ſerable lives, and reflect how often 
you have broken every band of hu- 
man Society, how often the duties 
you owed to God, your Neighbours, 
and yourſelves, have been tranſ- 


p greſſed; 


+ II. XxX. 21. 
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greſſed; then—enter into the rock, 
and hide thee in the duſt, for fear of 
the Lord, and for the Glory of his 
Majeſty. t 1 „ 


It is not neceſſary to enumerate 
the various crimes which men are 
capable of committing. The heart 
is deceitful above all things and de- 
ſperately wicked: who can know 
it? Yes. God ſearcheth the heart: 
he trieth the reins. 7 Unto him all 

hearts are open, all deſires known, 
and from him no ſecrets are hidden. 
All things are naked and open to 
the Eyes of him with whom we have 

to do. & Need we a ſtronger argu- 
ment, to prove the Truth of this 
Aſſertion, than that which now ap- 
ee us? Lour ſecret Sins 
hath he diſcovered, your crimes 
hath he made manifeſt as the day. 
And tho' religion aſſures us, that 
| every man's offences, however veiled 


. 


5 — II. ii. to. f Jer. xvii. 9, 10. { Heb. iy. 13. F 
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from human ſight, are ſtill before 
the Eyes of God; yet your tranſ- 
greſſions, for wile reaſons, have been 
made public; to inſtruct you that 
you owe' the world a recompence 
for the Offences you have commit- 
ted againſt it: and that if your Ex- 
amples, however afflicting to your- 
ſelves, may but conduce to deter 
- others from purſuing the ſame peril- 
ous paths; or your preſent puniſn- 
ment prove the means of reſcuing 
your own Souls from future deſtruc- 
tion, happy may you eſteem the day 
in which you were doomed to cap- 


tivity and chains. | * 


Turn ye, then, to the Strong: fold, 

ye priſoners of hope. Ve captives of 

Sin and Satan ! endeavour to extri- 

cate. yourſelves from your preſent _ 
ſevere bondage, by becoming the . 
KR _ Servants of Him, whoſe Service ts 
z Herfect freedom. In undertaking ſo 
— conſiderable a change, you are not 

= left without Inſtruction. Teachers 
* I 335 K .. an 
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and Laws are both at hand. Lou 
are intreated with the Voice of 
Love, and threatned with the rod 
of puniſhment. You have every 
thing to gain; for, in your preſent 
unhappy circumſtances, you cannot 
fall lower in, this world, and miſer- 
able muſt. be your Expectation. in 
„ | | 


— ̃ A os 
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But perhaps you imagine, that 

_ when the current of Life is ſtopped, 
all ſenſation: and remembrance ceaſe 
with it — that the Grave is the 
boundary of Exiſtence, and that the 
proſpetts of a future world, whether 

of Happineſs or Miſery, are the 
mere paintings of fancy, the ſports. 

of the imagination, the dreams of 

the credulous. Before you can 
bring yourſelves to believe this, you 
muſt diveſt your Minds of the faculty 

of toughit; you muſt debaſe your 
reaſon below that of the moſt unin- 
formed Savage; and by an Effort, 
much greater than that which would 
F have 
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have eſtabliſhed your Faith, you 


muſt totally appeaſe or annihilate 
the checks of conſcience. Recol- 
lect, that the moſt learned men in 
every age of the world, as well as 


thoſe who have been born in Solt- 
tude, and nurtured in deſerts, that 
even thoſe who have never heard 


of the name of Chriſt; and whoſe 
correſpondence with civilized na- 
tions is fo remote, that it cannot be 
traced, are yet convinced, that there 


Will be ſome ſuture State of Exift- 


ence; and an Argument will appear 
before you, why you ſhould do the 
ſame—unleſs, in ſpitè of every ra- 
tional principle, you are reſolved to 
continue the Slaves of Prejudice 
and Error. Nay more, upon Chriſt- 
jan authority Imay go on to obſerve, 


when a revelation is given you, 


which proves this point beyond all 
dilpute; a revelation, in which IL 
and Immortality are made manifeſt 
as the day, what anſwer can you 


then make, if you perſiſt in Vice, 


8 + and 


— 
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and grow hardened in Iniquity ? 


As ye are priſoners then, become 
priſoners of hope. Be not moved 
away from the hope of the Goſpel * 
by any allurements of the world, or 

any temptation of the Devil. A 

good man would not forego the 
Hope that is laid up for him in 
Heaven, + for all the Enjoyments 
of Life. Be good and virtuous, 
then, that, like him, ye may have 
Rope. Take for your defence the 
_ whole Armour of God, and for an 
Helmet the hope of Salvation: 4. 
for the Grace of God, that bringeth 
Salvation, hath appeared unto all 
men, teaching us, that denying Un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, we 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and 
_ godly in this preſent world; lookin 
for that bleſſed Rope, and the glori- 
ous appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave 
3Jͤð ]UI ve Men * 


® Col. l. 23. cal. i. 3. 4 1 Theft v. 8s. 


The Priſoner of Hope. 17 


himſelf for us, that he might redeem 

us from all Iniquity, and purify un- 

to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works. * . 


In every age of human life and 
in all the variety of circumſtances 
which attend it, Hope is our great 
Support. Without this, we could 
never riſe from Infancy to Man- 
hood, from Manhood to Old Age; 
never could we bear the Sorrows 
and Afflictions to which our nature 
is liable, nor ever turn aſide the 
{harp arrow of Adverſity. The hope 
of temporal Happineſs will often 
ſupport us under the weight of tem- 
poral calamity. The principle then 
is good, if it be applied to the beſt 
purpoſes. But if our hope termi- 
nate in worldly Enjoyments, it will 
fail in bringing forth the fruits that 
might be expected from it. When 
we are oppreſſed by the hand of 
VF miſ- 


T.. th 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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misforiune, degraded from che Sta- 
tion which we once held in life, 
and deprived of all poſſible means 
of recovering our former diſtinct. 
ions, Hope of worldly Honors will 
be leſs ſubſtantial than the morning 
Cloud. There js, however, a hope 
that will ſupport us even in theſe 
circumſtances, a hope that will ſhed 
over the Soul the Influence of gen- 
tle Peace and ſound Content, even 
the Hope of everlaſting Life. Re- 
ligion is the Angel that brings this 
| Hope towards us, that points to- 
wards the opening Heavens, and, as 
ſhe once did to the Martyr Stephen, 
ſhews us Jeſus ſtanding at the right 
| Hand Ro God.“ His kingdom, as 
his Goſpel repeatedly aſſures us, is 
not ot this World; therefore, if we 
would 1 0 him our King, and in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for the 

righteous, we muſt riſe above ever 
. Ore! y ende we muſt cleanſe 
our 


our hearts from all filthineſs of Fleſh. 
and Spirit, and perfect Holineſs in 
the fear of God, Tf. 


With this proſpeQ, what are the 
World's Afflictions? what are the 
temporal diſtreſſes of Mankind? 
Do not our hearts renounce all the 
Vanities of Life? Do we not feel 
our Souls receive new vigor from 
this lively hope? Do we not abhor 
our former wicked lives, and reſolve 
to make ourſelves worthy, by means 
of this Saviour, to become Inheri- 
tors with the Saints in light ? Oh! 
that there were ſuch an' heart in 
you, that you would preſs with an- 
_ Xiety towards the prize of the High 
Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus! 4 
that you would think your fetters 
the happy means of condutting you 
to Heaven, and that you could ſay 
with St. Paul, I rejoice in the hope 
of Iſrael, tho' bound with this Chain. 
fon =) 61) miow 511 03 The 


1 BY Cor. vil. 1. t Phil, Lil, 14. Acts xXviii, 20 
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I need not point out to you the 
Miſeries of his Situation who is 
dot tout hope. He has neither reſo- 

lution to undertake, nor ſteadfaſt- 
neſs to accompliſh, any action which 
may improve his condition. Led 
by no laudable motive, looking for- 
ward to no reward, he wanders upon 
the Earth in the bitterneſs of his 

Soul. Affliction comes upon him, 
but he bears it not: Temptation 
beckons him to evil, and he reſiſts 
not the invitation. Liſtleſs and ir- 

reſolute, his mind gradually ſinks 
within him; every good principle 
takes its departure from his heart, 
and lea ves him a prey to the violence 
of evil Inclination, till he becomes 
faſt bound in the captivity of Sin, 
the unhappy Child of Miſery and 

C 


- 4 . 1 


CTT. 1 ! ̃ Ü— , SPST ͤ n 
Purſue him one ſtep farther, and 
pauſe on his. irrevocable doom 
even to the worm that dieth not 
and the fire that never ſhall be 
r 2 | : quenched, 


= 
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quenched, * If his life was without 
one ray of Hope, what ſhall we ſay 
to the dreadful proſpe@ of his fu- 
ture Exiſtence? . What can give 


comfort in that place— - 


% Where Peace 


And reft can never dwell, hope 


*never comes 7 
ure 


without End _ 


« Still urges” ?P— + 


If we can imagine a place of per- 


petual puniſhment, a condition 


which will never end, where we 
mult receive retribution .. for. the 
things done in the body, ſurely we 
mult be ſtruck with horror, and en- 


deavour with all our power to avoid 
| To wretched, ſo intolerable a Sate. 


To have no hope either in this world 
or the next !— dreadful thought! 
enough to rouſe the attention of the 

5 Wb moſt 


Mark ix. 44 1 Milton's Par, loſt B. 1. V. 65. 
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moſt inconſiderate, and make the. 


EKncoving, therefore, theſe terrors 

of the Lord, F let me perſuade yo, 

before it be too late, to repent of all 
your Sins, that Iniquity may not be 
your ruin, 7 God, of his Goodneſs, 
hath checked you in the midſt of 
your career of wickednels, that you 
may have time to put away the evil 
of your doings, and thro' the merits 
of your Saviour, regain the happy 
privileges of the children of his 
Kingdom. Seize with earneſtneſs 
the opportunity that is now given 
vou: turn to the Strong-hold, even 
the rock of your Salvation, and be 
indeed PRISONERS OF HOPE. 


SER. 
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USE OF. SOLITUDE” IN PRISONS: 


- - P8ALM CII. 19, 20. 


For tie hath looked down from the 
height of his Sanctuary: from 
Heaven did the Lord behold the 
Earth, to hear the groaning of the 
Hriſoner. 


HEN ve conſider the infinite 
/ diltance between the Crea- 
tor of the Univerſe and Man, the 
work of his hands; when we reflect 
upon Him, who is perfect in Good- 
_ neſs, and then turn our Eyes upon 

ourlelves, who are the Children of 


Sin 


24 Ce of Solitude in priſons. 
Sin as well as Miſery, ſhall we not 
hide our faces in the duſt, and deſire 
the mountains to fall on us, and the 
hills to cover us? * The human 
condition, comes undoubtedly far 
ſhort of perfection, and the Words, 
men and inners, are joined together 
which ſhould for ever have been 
kept aſunder. This is ſufficiently 
evident to the moſt inattentive ob- 
ſerver of Life; nay, this 1s a truth 
which the breaſt of every man will 

tell him, when he fitteth in his houſe, 
_ when he walketh by the way, and when 
1 liet down, and when he Tiſeth up. 


But with how Magi greater force 
does this Obſervation apply itſelf 
to you, my Brethren, who have ſo 
manifeſtly offended againſt Society, 

as not to be thought worthy to con- 
tinue in it? I need not particularly 


mention the ſeveral crimes that have 


dn you hither, 1 truſt in God, 
that 


* "Lake 1 30. 
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that you are now ſenſible of your 
_ Offences ; and that is the firſt ſtep 


to amendment of Life, Puniſh- 
ment, indeed, to many of you may 
follow: but if you value a recovery 
from Sin, if you are made acquaint- 


ed with the ſuperior Happineſs of a 


conſcience void o offence, and an 
Hope, a ſettled hope of Heaven, 
you will reſign yourſelves content- 
edly, and even chearfully, to the 


burthen which you muſt bear, and 


ſay with the Pſalmiſt, It is good for 


me that I have been afflicted. 


The Laws of your country are 


not Inſtruments of Vengeance, but 
ok correction. F The puniſhment 


. 
* | Pf, exix. 71. 5 


F At Harlem, at the new Work-houſe, over 


one of the Gates, there is a device, with an In- 


ſeription to this purpoſe, y 
Fear not: I mean not Vengeance but your 


- reformation. | 


SBevere is my hand but beneyolent my Intention, 


Howald. 


* 
a 
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Sin as well as Miſery, ſhall we not 


hide our faces in the duſt, and deſire 
the mountains to fall on us, and the 


hills to cover us?“ The human 


condition, comes undoubtedly far 
ſhort of perfection, and the Words, 
men and inner, are joined together 


which ſhould for ever have been 


kept aſunder. This is ſufficiently 
evident to the moſt inattentive ob- 


ſerver of Life; nay, this is a truth 


which the breaſt of every man will 


tell him, when he fitteth in his houſe, 


_ when he walketh by the way, and when 
he heth down, and when he riſethi up. 


But with how much greater force 
does this Obſervation 66 6 itſelf 
1 


to you, my Brethren, who have fo 


manifeſtly offended againſt Society, 
as not to be thought worthy to con- 


tinue init? I need not particularly 
mention the ſeveral crimes that have 
brought you hither. I truſt in God, 
C 5 that 


* Luke xxilii. 30. 


= Uſe of Solitude in priſons. 25. 
that you are now ſenſible of your 
_ Offences ; and that is the firſt ſtep 
to amendment of Life. Puniſn- 
ment, indeed, to many of you may 
follow: but if you value a recovery 
from Sin, if you are made acquaint- 
ed with the ſuperior Happineſs of a 
conſcience void of offence, and an 
Hope, a ſettled hope of Heaven, 
you will reſign yourſelves content- 
edly, and even chearfully, to the 
burthen which you muſt bear, and 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt, It is good for 
me that I have been afflicted, * 


The Laws of your country are 
not Inſtruments of Vengeance, but 
ok correction. F The ' puniſhment 

IRS SG: — 


pfl. exix. 21. 
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+ At Harlem, at the new Work-houſe, over 

one of the Gates, there is a device, with an In- 
ſeription to this purpoſe, þ 

Fear not: I mean not Vengeance but your 

-- - - reformation. + „„ 

Severe is my hand but benevolent my Intention, 
Liv Howatd. 
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inflicted by the Magiſtrate, is not to 
be conſidered as the reſentment of 
a man, ſubjett to various paſſions, 
who may miſtake or wilſully tor- 
ment the object of his diſpleaſure, 
but as a mutual benefit to the Offend- 
er, and that Society, againſt which 
the Offence was committed. Har- 
bour not, then, within your breaſts 
any ſeeds of Malice or IIl- will againſt 
ſe have been 1 
your-igarts! ate oſofitned, Jar, ey 
ought to be, they would break forth 
in words of Thankfulneſs to thoſe 
Kind friends, who ha ve happily ſtop- 
ped your progreſs in wickedneſs; 
and in grateful acknowledgements 
to thoſe laws, which eſteem the re- 
formation of the culprit, the princi- 

pal End for-which they were eſta- 
bliſhed., 0 


It hall be my buſineſs, at this 
time, to conſider the advantages 
chat may ariſe to you from your pre- 
ſent ſecluſion from the world. 

Ne dan | And 


. 


Tj)e of Solitude in priſons. 27 
And here, L would refer, you to 
the days you have ſpent in the pur- 
ſuits of vanity, and in the haunts of 
diſſipation. I would, for one mo- 
ment, deſire you to review the 
Scenes, in which: you have been en- 
gaged, the companions of your 
crimes, and the friends of your plea- 
ſures. I would have you revolve | 
the tumults of your minds, and the 
reproaches of your conſcience, I 
would requeſt you to trace back the 
fears of every moment; with how 
much apprehenſion you endeavour- 
ed to enjoy the plunder you had ſo 
much difficulty in obtaining; the 
ſulpieions and jealouſies with which 
vou beheld, the partners of your 
Quilt, the trembling and faintin 
of yourhearts, and the conſtant, — 
L in of being arreſted by the 


> 


and of Juſtice, And are thele the 
n of Sin, for which.you for- 
eited your Liberty ?.,. Was, it for 
theſe you conſented to forego all 
the real Satisfactions of Honeſty, 
11 e es 


28 Uſe of Solitude in priſons. 
of Truth, of Religion p For theſe 
did you renounce the tender ſenſa- 
tions of domeſtic Happineſs, the 
Wife that would have ſoothed your 
ſorrows, the Children that would 
have comforted your old age; for 
theſe did you let go you Inte 7 . 
deſpiſe the love of God and all his 


tavors, and bury nn in the 
_ Solitude ofa be Du unn 


* "x * 2 1 


This, knen is ; ge Seaſon - mY 
ende ſor reflection; nis, to all that 
now hear me, may be the accepted 
time, this may be the day of Salva- 
tion. + Certain it is, that no dun- 
geon is ſo deep, no Solitude ſo re- 
mote, but that a ray of divine Mer- 
= will penetrate to its centre. God 
is good to all — to thoſe more eſpe- 
cially who call upon him for mercy 
out ofthe depths of or dungeon. 
Oilet the ſorrowful Sighing of the 
priſoners, come e before ee 5 Tbeir 
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Uſe of Solitude in priſons. 29 
prayer is heard the Lord 2 
their petition : for He hath ' looked 

down from the herght of his Sanctu- 
' ary, out of the Heaven did the Lord 
behold the Earth, to hear the groan- 


- Join with me 1n reciting a Pſalm 
of the Sweet Singer of Iirael, who 
could not only feel, but expreſs his 
wants in language the moſt plaintive 

and pathetic. /** Out of the depths 
« have I cried unto thee, O Lord: 
« Lord hear my voice; let thine ears 
be attentive to the voice of my ſup- 
t plications. If thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt 
* mark Iniquities, O Lord, who ſhall 
5 ſtand? But there is forgiveneſs 
& with thee, that thou mayeſt be fears 
«ed. I will wait for the Lord, my 
“Soul doth wait for him, and in his 
© word dol hope. My Soul waiteth 
for the Lord, more than they that 

watch for the morning, I ſay more 

5 than they that watch for the morn- 

ing. Let us hope in the Lord, for 
„„ oe cs „with 
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* with the Lord there is mei cy, and 
* with him is plenteous redemption. 


66 our Iniquities Fh . 


« And he ſhall redeem us from all 


© - 
: U 


1 
a 


Happy is the manthat with piety 


of heart, and ſincerity of ſpirit, joins 


in ſuch petitions. He will feel an 
Exultation of Soul, which before he 


never knew, a compoſure of mind 


he never could have expected. He 
finds, that even in a priſon, dark 
and diſmal as it is, Mercy may be 
found, that Mercy which, under 


other circumſtances, he would not 


perhaps ſo much as ſought after, 
This happy change of thought, 
founded on the true ſpirit of devo- 
tion, inſpires: his Soul with confi- 
dence, and with new hopes and new 


affections he looks up to him that 


heareth the groaning of the priſoners. 
It has been recommended, both 
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with the world even good men feel. 


and promote their proſperity. The 
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by the practice and precept of holy 


men, in all ages, ſometimes to retire 
from Scenes of public concourſe, 


for the purpoſe of communing with 
our own hearts, and meditating on 
Heaven. By too much commerce 


their ſteadineſs affected. And in- 
deed nothing can be more danger- 
ous, more adverſe to ſerious thought, 
than a ſucceſſion of light amuſe- 
ments, a repetition of trifling plea- 
ſures. Theſe gradually occupy the 
mind; they ſeize all the avenues of 
reflection, and like a band of armed 
rebels, exclude that Maſter, who 
would rule them with moderation 9 


moſt holy perſon the world ever 
ſaw, recommends this practice by 
his Example. He ſent the Multi- 


„ ff. 


I + Mat. xiv. 23. 
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What can ſooner bring us ac- 
quainted with our own hearts than 
the Excluſion of the World ? 
retire into a ſolitary place - we fit 
down: to meditate—I beheld and lol 
there was no man, and all the birds 
olf the Heavens were fled. *—Here 
ſeated in Solitude, under the canopy 
of Heaven, in our cloſet, or in our 
priſon, we turn our Eyes inward on 
our own hearts. We endeavourto 
fix our ſcattered thoughts, to forget 
the gay and empty ſcenes. that oc- 
cupied our attention. We begin to 
weigh, in their Fuer balance, the 
actions of our lives; we diſcover, 
that we have flattered ourſelves by 
a blameable Self. indulgence, that 
our very Virtues, as we eſteemed 
them, have been only Vices in diſ- 
guiſe, and that the Imaginations of 
our hearts have been only Evil con- 
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I appeal to you, who experience 


this diſmal Solitude, whether re- 


flections of this Nature do not ariſe 


in your minds. The retirement 
which others ſeek by Choice, you 
are forced into from neceſſity. The 
good Effects, however, may be as 


conſpicuous in you, as in other 


members of Society. Purified by 
theſe means from all thoſe evil Ha- 
bits, and wicked actions, which ren- 


dered you dangerous to your fellow 


Citizens, you may return into the 
world, and ſuſtain your part in it 
with credit and reputation. On 
this fide the Grave, repentance muſt 


be found, if you ever hope for the 
bleſſing of eternal happineſs: | To 


ek that repentance; ſhould be no 
your care. An opportunity now 
offers itſelf of making your peace 
with God—if- you ſuffer it to paſs - 
by you unimproved, you ay ſink 
into the Grave with all the Horrors 
of Guilt, and awake to all the Ago- 
nies of Deſpair. 1 Hg 

pe 3 r 
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As you are now removed from 
the companioas of your guilty hours, 
as you cannot but be convinced that 

the ways you purſued led to the 
chambers of death, let me intreat you, 
by the mercies of God, and the 
plenteous redemption of your Sa- 

viour Chriſt, to turn from all your 
wickedneſs, and your Sins ſhall not 
be your deſtruction. Caſt away 
from you all your Ungodlineſs that 
ye have done, make you new hearts 
and a new Spirit: wherefore will ye 
die, O ye houſe of Iſrael, ſeeing I 
have no pleaſure in the death of him 
that dieth, ſaith the Lord? Turn 
ye then and ye ſhall live. + Out- 
ward Objects, which have ſo long 
atreſted all your Thoughts, and like 
deeeitful lights upon à dangerous 
coaſt, have brought you to this place 
of melancholy and ſorrow, are now 
removed from your Eyes. The 
noiſe and tumults of the world are 
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+ Ez. xviii. 30, 31, 32. 


Uſe / Solitude i in hriſons. 35 


at a diſlance. Scenes of riot and 
diſſipation vaniſh from your Sight. 
Temptations to Sin, Solicitations to 
repeat thoſe Acts of Iniquity which 
have brought the arm of Juilice up- 
on you, no longer diſturb your re- 
poſe. Vou may now enter into the 
ſecret receſſes of your breaſt, exa- 
mine every motive and ſcrutinize 
every tranſaction without difficulty 
and without interruption, Shri 
not from the proſpett, tho' it ſhould 
abound ich: horrors.” Heavineſs 
may endure for a night, but Joy 
-comettt | in the nene 1 


-"*PhE dities of your preſents Sied- 
ation” may be reduced to three; 
Contrition on account of your paſt 
Offences; Good reſolutions of a- 
mendment of Life ; and Prayer, 


2 The firſt of theſe denotes a tho- 


"rough Senſe and Sorrow for having 
angel 


+ Pſalm xxx. 5. 
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pentance begins; for never can a 
change of conduct, an alteration of 
Heart take place, till we are ſenſible 
of having offended a good and gra- 
cious Being, who purpoſes our hap- 
pineſs, and is not willing that an 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould re- 
bent and be ſaved. At the ſame time 
too that we look back upon our 
crimes, and acknowledge our Guilt 
in the commiſſion of them, we ſhould 
reflect upon the puniſhment which 
the unerring arm of Juſtice will cer- 
tainly bring upon us, unleſs we a- 
vert the blow by a ſincere repent- 
ance. To ſecure this repentance, 
as far as human means are able to 
effect it, ſhould, be the Uſe of your 
preſent ſolitary Life. You ſhould 
call reflection to your Aid, who, in 
this hour of your diſtreſs, will not 
hide herſelf from your View. This 
reflection muſt be ſeconded by a 
diligent peruſal of the word of God, 
or, to thoſe who are unable thus to 
. "1 aſſiſt 


L330 
AR? 5 


3 
1 
* 1 


# 


Uſe of Solitude in priſons; 37 


aſſiſt themſelves, a particular atten- 
tion to ſuch good Inſtructions as 


may be given them by others. It 


this method were purſued, the In- 
habitants of priſons, inſtead of aſſo- 


ciating together in leagues of Vice, 


might improve each other in Virtue; 
and theſe walls, and heavy fetters, 


which confine the body, might, in 


many a happy Inſtance, diſengage 


and ſet free the Soul. e 


Convinced of the malignity of 
Sin, we become ſenfible that we 
have forfeited all right and title to 
Happineſs. The Goodneſs of God, 
however, leaves us not to a ſtate of 
deſpair, if we apply ourſelves, as we 
are directed, to the Throne of Grace. 
We are informed by a bleſſed reve- 
lation, how to regain the ſtate of 
Salvation which our Sins had loft. 


The Son of God aſſumes our Na- 


ture, and by his blood, procures 
our pardon ; a pardon, not uncon- 
ditional, but according to our peni- 
39 | VGH 
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tence. and ſorrow. Preſume not, 
that becauſe our Saviour died for 
Sinners, you may continue in in 
that Grace may abound, God forbid 
that you ſhould feſt your, Salvation 
on this deluſive Idea. To: be ac- 
cepted through his Merits, we muſt 
brang forth fruits meet for repent- 


_ - _ ance. An active Life, a Life direct- 


— 


ed by. the principles of Virtue and 
Chriſtianity, muſt be our 'recom- 

mendation to the Father of Mercies. 
Then will Chriſt become our Advo- : 
cate, and open the Gates of Heaven 
for our receplion.. 


Having been made ſenſible of 
your Sins by the power of divine 
Grace, the next flep I would re- 
commend, in your preſent fituation, 
is to form rk. reſolutions of amend- 
ment of Life; If you reflect, as you 
cannot but do now, on the check 
which Providence hath been pleaſed 
to give to your wicked lives, and 
the unexpected turn which occaſions 
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your.confinement here, thoſe minds, 
in which any ingenuous feelings re- 
main, will adopt an hearty wiſh, 
that they had never left the paths 
of Honor and Virtue. But as your 
paſt moments cannot be recalled, 
you muſt now atone for them in the 
beſt manner you are able, and re- 
ſolve never to repeat thoſe actions 
which have occaſioned you ſo much 
ſorrow and remorſe. Abſtratted 
from the World, you have now lei- 
ſure for this Employment. But 
let it not be done by that flight Ex- 
ertion of Thought, whoſe Impreſ- 
lion is like a morning dream. If 
you vould really wiſh your retire- 
= ment to have a laſting influence 
upon your lives, you muſt think 
deeply: you muſt revolve the ſeveral 
temptations, which have enſnared 
you, and thoſe admonitions of your 
friends and checks of your conſci- 
ence which, if attended to, would 
have prevented the Execution of 
your deſigus. Having once been 
>; >a ol. + . 
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ſhip- wrecked upon this coaſt, uſe 
your experience to avoid it for the 
future. Much have you ſuffered, 
and dearly have you purchaſed this 
trial of your ſtrength. There is, 
however, a ſupport that will not fail 
you in all your difficulties, if you 
apply to Heaven for it. The ad- 
vantage of this ſupport the Apoſtle 
thoroughly experienced, when he 
ſaid, I can do all things through 
Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth me, + 


© T ſhall conclude this diſcourſe: by 


recommending to you the means of 
procuring this ſupport, and that is, 
fervent and diligent PRAYER, See 
we not, in common life, with how 
much earneſtneſs the hungty beg 
for food, and che naked for cloath- 
ing? Do ve not behold the diſtreſty 
of every denomination, ſupplicating 
the relief of their wants, with an 
Importunity not to be 3 


1 


„  Phll 4. is. - 
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And ſhall we be leſs earneſt, leſs 
importunate, in addreſſing the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, from whom every 
good and perfett Gift defcends, f 
to relieve us from the Tyranny of 

Sin, the chains and captivity of the 
 Devil?— Aſk and ye ſhall have, 
ſays our Saviour himſelf; ſeek and 
ye ſhall find, knock and it fhall be 
opened unto you, F Can we ima- 
gine a ſight more pleaſing to a God 
of infinite Goodnefs than to behold 
an Aſſembly of reformed prifoners; 
praiſing him from the depths of the 
dungeon? To ſeethole, who were 
the terrors of their neighbourhoods, 
Joined together in bands of holy 
friend{hip—to behold cruel fathers 
weeping over their affectionate chil- 
_ dren, or profligate children healing 
the wounds, and ſoothing the ſor- 
rows, of their unhappy parents? 


In binting at theſe cauſes of de- 
Le meſtic 


* 


+ Mat. vii. 7. 
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meſtic Affliction, I hope none of you 
are ſo loſt to all the feelings of Na- 
ture, as to remain inſenſible to their 
Impreſſion. I might, indeed, probe 
deeper the wounds in your hearts 
but rather, much rather would I 
heal and alleviate your ſorrows. 
But the affection I would now in- 
ſpire, is not that which ſprings 
from /enſibility alone it is actual 
reformation of life; and the means 
I would propoſe for the relief of 
your boſoms, as well as a ſupply of 
your wants, 15, Prayer to God. 
Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in prayer, 
believing, ye {hall receive. * Happy 
would be your ſtate if you could 
experience the comforts of true de- 
votion; if you could open your 
Whole heart to God, lay all your 
wiſhes and your wants before him, 
and humbly expect ſuch a return as 
he ſhall think fit to grant you. En- 
cCloſed within theſe Walls, you have, 
bor at leaſt ought to have, no Inter- 
„ ruption 
„% Mat. xxi. 22. 
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ruption in performin the Exerciſes 
of religion. Theſe ſhould be the 
Employments of every leiſure mo- 
ment. You ſhould proſtrate your- 
ſelves before the Throne of Mercy, 
bewail with ſtrong crying and tears“ 
all. your former tranlgreſſions, and 
ſeek pardon. from him, who re- 


ſuſeth not to hear the Groaning of 
the pry ner. 1735 


8 addreſſing your prayers to 
God, you ſhould not only be fer- 
vent and zealous, but expreſs. and 
particular, The Situation you ſtand 
in requires this attention. General 
Supplications may be very proper 
for public devotions, but when the 
World is {hut out, when your own _ 
Souls are the immediate Objects of 
your cares, nothing leſs than the mi- 
nuteſt ſcrutiny, the moſt ſincere and 
expreſs acknowledgement of your 
Guilt will be ſufficient to render ou ; 
s in the ** of the Lord. 


| Retire, 
hes Heb. W 7 
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- Retire, then, to the Solitude 
Which this place affords—but think 
not that becauſe you are removed 
from the open Scenes of Life, you 
may ſpend the live-long day in 
{ſleeping or in Idleneſs, much leſs in 
rept diſcourſe or gaming of any 
kind. Truſt me, my unhappy. 
friends, buſineſs preſſes upon you 
with greater Earneſtneſs. The time 
is precious to you. If you employ 
it in lamenting the profligacy of 
our former lives, in ſeriouſly re- 
ſolving to live better for the future, 
and in diligently beſeeching God, 
thro' the merits of your Saviour, to 
hear the /orrowful Srghing of ſuch 
as are in captivity, your priſon 
doors will be thrown open, the 
chains will fall off from your hands, 
and you will finally be received in- 
to the company of glorified Spirits, 
who will 17 away all tears for ever 
from your Eyes, I and conduct you 
to thoſe regions, where Sorrow and 
Stghing will be heard no more, 
PL. AW 
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to prove, in this place, the re- 
ality of miſeries and troubles, the 
pains, perſecutions and afflictions to 
which Mankind are ſubject, it will 
conduce more to your Improve- 
ment in religious Knowledge, to lay 
before you thoſe arguments, which 
rn teach OW: . A 
4 8 31 the 
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46 On Reſignation in priſons. 
the principles of Chriſtianity. The 
bold and daring character may 
think, that he has need of no re- 

ſources beyond his on breaſt, to 
enable him to bear the ftrokes of 

calamity; yet he knows not that an 
hour will arrive, when his heart will 

ſink within him, like the heart oft a 
little child, unleſs fortified by virtue, 

ſtrengthened and ſupported by reli- 

gion, Shall I, from the midſt of 
this audience, ſeledt ſome who will 
bear witneſs to this obſervation? 

Shall I appeal to your own conſci- 

ences to declare, whether you have 
not found this de/ertion even in the 
ſtrongeſt minds, whether you have 

not ſeen trembling and timidity even 
in the boldeſt Adventure? 


j 1 y 


It is a vain pretence for any one 

to rely ſolely upon the firength of 

his own mind for fupport. The 
Seeds of Error are mixed with the 
firſt principles of our Exiſtence; 
and Sin, that deſtroyer of human 
5 | Happineſs, 


w_ 
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Happineſs, overſhadows and dark- 
ens all mortal Enjoyments. Even 
a good man, amidit the beſt reſolu- 
tions, falleth ſeven times a day.“ 
Some Negligence, which he ought 
to have guarded againſt, betrays . 
him into miſtake, ſome temptation 
leads him aſtray. If the righteous, 
then, ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall 
the ungodly. and the Sinner ap- 5 
pear? . Rat on %% - 


The commiſſion of ſin, you are 
all ready to confeſs, hath occaſion- 
ed your meeting together within 
this priſon. Different were your 
views in life, and various the cir- 
cumſtances Which you had occaſion 
to purſue, But in following the 
plans you had marked out, you loſt 
fight of virtue. You deceived your 
own hearts by a thouſand falſe and 
flattering expectations. Sometimes, 
too, you ruſhed to Iniquity with 0 
| | 45%" - TYPES 
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the impetuoſity of wilful and deli- 
berate tranſgreſſors. And where 
are you now? Either ſuffering, or 
expecting, che juſt puniſnment of 
your faults. Surely, then, if you 

have any ſenſe of your preſent ſitu- 
ation, it you look forward to that 
ſtate, in which you are to receive a 
recompence for the things done in 
the body, if you have any hopes of 
Heaven or tears of Hell, you muſt 
humble yourſelves under the migh- 
ty hand of God, that he may par- 
don and relieve you, and exalt you 
in due time, Fo 27 


Look upon the days of old, and 
conſider how many good men, men 
of whom the world was not worthy, 
ave been perſecuted and oppreſſed, 
tortured and'tormented. The Apoſ- 
tle, deſcribes them as having had 
Trial of cruel mockings and ſcourg- 
ings yea, . moreover, of bonds and 
1 . 
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impriſonments. They were ſtoned, 
they were ſawn aſunder, were 
tempted, were ſlain with the ſword ; - 
they wandered about in ſheepſkins 
aid; goatſkins, being deſtitute, at- 
flicted, tormented ; they wandered 
in deferts and in mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the Earth. 1 This 
pathetic deſcription of miſery, I re- 

26 not to aggravate your feelings, 

ut that the obſervation in the text 
may ſtrike you with greater force. 
Wherefore doth a living man complain, 
a man for the puniſhment of has Sins? 


If thoſe whoendeavoured to reform 


the world met with ſuch cruel treat- 
ment from it, how much leſs have 
you reaſon to complain, who have 
increaſed the-confuſion, and injured 
Society by a thouſand offences? 
e fookiſhneſ5, that is, as the word 
is generally to be underſtood in 
ſcripture language, the wickedneſs 
of man perverteth his own ways, 
F and 


+ Heb. xi. 36, 37, 38. 
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and then his heart fretteth againſt 
the Lord.“ For if a diſtreſſed and 


miſerable condition be the conſe- 


juence of Extravagance and Profu- 
ion; if we are deprived of the com- 
forts of old age, by the follies of 


our youthſul days; if we ſuffer the 


pains of Impriſonment, and are faſt 

ound by the ignominious chain, 
by reaſon of our often repeated 
tranſgreſſions, we may reſt ſatisfied 
with the truth of this obſervation, 


for our own benefit and the benefit 


of others, that they who plough 
Wickedneſs ſhall reap Iniquity and 
they who ſow Iniquity- ſhall reap 
Vanity. + Eg meet 


1 


* 


The good Prophet, whoſe words 
deſerve every attention, was himſelf 
an Inſtance of the moſt cruel treat- 


ment and unjuſt impriſonment, He 


had propheſied the captivity and 
conqueſt of his countrymen ; he had 
Ee preached 


Pro, xix. 3. I ibid. xxii. 8. 


of 
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reached a doctrine they did not 
[ike to hear, he had informed them 
that their Sins and Iniquities had 
occaſioned theſe national diſtreſſes. 
The minds of 5 were too 
tender upon this ſubject, to bear 
the reproofs of Jeremiah. Under 
the pretence of treaſon againſt we 
State, they took him ms. calt him 
into a dungeon that was in the court 

of the priſon, and they let down Je- 
remiah with cords. And in the 
dungeon there was no water but 
mire - ſo Jeremiah ſunk in the mire.“ 
How diſtreſsful was this Situation 
to ſo good a man! He felt it no 
doubt with all the keenneſs of Sen- 
ſibility—he felt it not, however, 
with murmuring and diſcontent, but 
with all that manly firmneſs, and 
patient forbearance, which conſci- 
ous Innocence inſpires. Tho' he 
began the Song of his Lamentation 
with, © I am the man that hath ſeen 
F'S: affliction 


— 
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ce affliction yet he knew on whom 
he ſhould rely, and * that the Lord 


e would not caſt him off for ever; 


© but tho he cauſe Grief yet he will 
have compaſſion, according to the 


% multitudeofhis mercies, for he doth 


not willingly afflict nor grieve the 


children of men. To cruſnh under 
ec his feet all the priſoners of the 
Earth, the Lord approveth not.” + 
Purſuing this train of thought, he 


begins to reflect on the offences of 


his life, for every Son of Adam is a 


Child of tranſgreſſion. Wherefore 
« then, he | x e in the words of 
« the text, doth a living man complain, 

„ a man for the puniſhment of his 
% Sins? Let us ſearch and try out 


„ our ways, and turn again to the 


Lord. Let us lift up our heart with 
cc ur hands unto Godin the Heavens. 


So ſuitable are theſe, and the follow- 


ing Expreſſions to your preſent Si- 
tuation, that I pray God you may 
ET 494 1 reap 
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reap all the conſolations from them 
which they are capable of admini- 
ſtering. © They have cut off my life 
jn the dungeon and caſt a ſtone up- 
on me. Waters flowed over my 
head, then I ſaid, I am cut off. 1 
called upon thy name, O Lord, 
6 gut of the low dungeon, Thou | 
haſt heard my voice, hide not thine | 
Ear at my breathing, at my cry. 
Thou dreweſt near in the day that 
I called uponthee, thou ſaidſt, Fear 
not. O Lord, thou haſt pleaded 
« the cauſe of my Soul, thou haſt 
© redeemed my life.“ 4 : 
TL ITE 36 4 
Rp: In contemplating this Example, 
do not your hearts burn with reli- 
_ gious Zeal, and are you not ready 
to join the /orrowf/ul Sighing of this 
holy priſoner of hope? Many, I 
may add, all of you want conſola- 
tion. Take it then in the perſon 
ok the Prophet. But I have an 
§;ð ͤ ͤ ͤ 


= Lam, iii. 40, 41, 53, &c. 
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higher Example to lay before you, 
*and higher motives to enable you 
to bear the ſevereſt human afflic- 

tions. With this view holy men 
have ſuffered and bled. With this 
view, the wicked man hath turned 
away from his wickedneſs, and done 
that which was lawful and right. * 
The Example I rerommend to your 
thoughts, and to your Imitation, is 
that of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God 
and Saviour of the World: for whe- 
ther we conſider him here as an il- 
luſtrious Inſtance of ſuffering Vir- 
tue, or a propitiation for our. Sins, 
in either caſe he is entitled to the 
Love, the Gratitude; the Veneration 
of Mankind. I preſent not here 
before you an Inſtance of a perſon 
inſenſible to-the Impreſſions of hu- 
man calamity, one who fortifies his 
mind by falſe reaſoning, or deceives 
his own heart by never reffecting. 
On the contrary, our Saviour's 
2 Ez. xvili. 7. 
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Love for Mankind was of the moſt 
tender Nature, for nothing but ſuch 
a Love could have induced him to 
have borne our fins and carried our 
ſorrows. * We have not an high 
Prieſt which cannot be touched 
with a feeling of our Infirmities; 
but one who was in all points tempt- 
ed like as we are, yet without Sin, 
This is an Example, level to all 
your capacities: an Example that 
ſpeaks moſt feelingly to your hearts, 
*when you conſider, that the moſt 

_ righteous perſon the world ever ſaw 

© was wounded for the world's fran, 
_ _ greffons, that he who did no fin, 
neither was guile found in his 
mouth & was yet reviled, perſecuted, 
tormented, impriſoned, by thoſe he 
came to ſave. And when repeat, 
that he was carried from priſon un- 
to death, —can I uſe.a ſtronger Ar- 
gument to induce you to be reſign- 
ed under your afflictions, ſince he 


2 I. lii. 4. 1 Heb. iv. 15. Jet Pet. ii. 22. 


\ 
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was without fault, and you ſuffer 


juftly the puny/hment of your Sins ? 


22 „ 3 5 "B62 
When you conſider, likewiſe, 
that this Saviour, whom you are 


'your powers to lay hold on eternal 
ae, . - IR e e 


The motives, too, that ſhould en- 
courage every ſon and daughter of 
Affliction to run with palience the 
race that is ſet before them, well de- 

ſerve their ſerious conſideration; 
and theſe are, the rewards of Virtue. 
Be thou faithful unto. death and I 
will give thee a crown of Life. 
Look unto Jeſus, ſays. the Apoſtle, 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
325 a who, 


4 Rev. ii, x0, 
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who, for the Joy that was ſet before 
him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing 
the ſhame, and 1s ſet down at the 
right hahd of God. T Labor, then, 
my friends, that your Sufferings 
may terminate more happily than 
you had any reaſon to expect. Look 


unto the End of Afflictions, and 


if you diſcover your preſent ca- 
lamities to be the conſequences of 
your faults, if you are now ſhut up 
within this place of Security, becauſe 
you oppreſſed, injured, deſtroyed 
your Neighbour's perſon, property, 
or peace, repent before it be too 
late, that you may avoid the puniſh- 
ment, the everlaſting puniſhment 
of the wicked, and receive the eter- 
nal rewards of the returning Sinner. 


Such Affliction will be light and 
eaſy if it produce theſe good Effects; 


it will be only a momentary Afflic- 
tion, and will work out for you a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight 
of Glory. T El 

| 715 Theſe 


+ Heb, xii. 2. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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Theſe reflections cannot but 
make a ſenſible Impreſſion on the 
reateſt part of this Audience, ſince, 
For whatever reaſons you hve been 
brought hither, you muſt all conſi- 
der your preſent Situation as a 
grievous Affliction. I need not then, 
in this place, make that diſtinction, 
which the various circumſtances of 
Mankind in open life render neceſſ- 
ary. There was a time when, in 
preaching to you, I ſhould have pre- 
ſumed, that many of you, in ſome 
degree at leaſt, had eſcaped the 
greater pollutions of the world; the 
enormous crimes which only ſome 
commit, the private ſnares which 
few, I hope, are capable of contri- 
ving. But now, how different are 
the thoughts which ariſe in my 
heart! how very different the Arg- 
umemts I am obliged to uſe to teach 
you reſignation! I mean not by 
too much calmneſs to. lull you into 
a falſe ſecurity, neither would I by 
unneceſſary ſeverity drive you to 
5 deſperation. 
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deſperation. But Oh ! how gladly 


would L reclaim you from your Er- 
rors! and how greatly rejoice, to 


find you once more walking in the 


Truth.“ Rivers of waters run down 
mine Eyes, becauſe men keep not 
thy law. T Oh! that my head were 
waters, and mine Eyes a fountain 
of tears, that I might weep, day and 


night, for the {lain of the daughter 
of my people; for every Brother 


will utterly ſupplant, and every 
neighbour will walk with flanders, 
They deceive every one his neigh- 
bour, and will not ſpeak the truth: 
they have taught their tongue to 
ſpeak lies, and weary themſelves to 


commit Iniquity. Þ 


The firſt ſtep which, in your Si- 


tuations, it is proper to purſue, that 


you may poſſeſs your Souls in pati- 
ence and Chriſtian reſignation, is, 
not to drive from your minds the 
e 3 faults 


a E 2 John iv. 7 Pl. cxix. 136 + Jer. ix. T, &e, 
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faults and failings of your former 
hves, not to ſtupify your ſenſes by 
intemperance, or diſſipate them by 
riotous living, but to reflect calmly, 
and repent at leiſure. Every other 
method, inſtead of patience will 
produce uneaſineſs, inſtead of tran- 
uility, will bring forth deſpair. In 
the ſevere School of repentance, ex- 
pect to find reſignation. Be not af- 
frighted at the diſcipline, for, thro' 
much tribulation only can we enter 
into the kingdom of God. * And 
when you conſider, that your de- 
parture from Innocence, for I call 
your former lives znnocent when 
compared with your preſent Guilt, 
was the conſequence of your own 
choice, what remains foreachof you, 
but with all the ſincerity and contri- 
tion of the publican in the Goſpel, 
to {mite upon your breaſt and cry, 
God be merciful to me, a ſinner ! + 


Think 
Acts xiv. 22. + Luke xviii. 13. 


— 
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Think not, that you are thus ſe- 
parated from the reſt of your fellow 
creatures by the unnecellary ſeverity 
of the laws; or that you are pur- 
ſued by puniſhment, as one man 
purſues another to revenge an In- 
jury.“ Public Juſtice is of a ſupe- 
rior nature to private reſentment. 
Reformation 1s the End of the one, 


the Gratification of malignant paſ- 


ſions too often the deſign of the 


other. Bow your heads, then, in 


the midſt of your preſent Sorrows, 
and endeavour to extract ſalutary 
balm from the bitter cup you are 
now etaſting. Look into the inmoſt 
receſſes of your heart and pluck out 
thence every lurking fault, every 

hg G ſecret 
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Inſeription in St. Michele's Hoſpital at Rome. | 


Parum eſt It is of little advantage 
Coercere improbos To reſtrain the bad 
, By puniſhment, | 
Niſi probos efficias Unleſs you render them good 


Diſeiplina. By diſcipline. 


N. Howard's Append, p. 76s 
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ſecret inclination to evil. Conſider 
your offences againſt God, a graci- 
ous and a merciful God that {how- 

ers down daily bleſſings upon your 
heads; forget not the Injuries you 
ha ve done your neighbours, by pri- 
vate malice or public oppreſſion; 
reflect on the crimes you have com- 
mitted againſt yourſelves, by a vio- 
lation of temperance, ſoberneſs and 
chaſtity. When you have thought 
on theſe things, with all the attention 
they require, when you have weigh- 
ed well the conſequences of them, 
both with reſpect to preſent Eaſe 
and future PI e eee may then 
take up the words of the ſorrowful, 
but not deſpairing, prophet, Where- 
fore ſhould a living man complain, 
a man for the puniſhment of ſts Sins? 


8 
o 


Do ye ſeek, then, the true Spirit 
of reſignation ? Seek it in the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt. There precept and 
example units to teach you; there 
the moſt alluring motives are held 
TOP, | | | out 
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out to your view, © Bleſſed is the 
man that endureth temptation, that 


rs, afflictions and perſecutions of 


every kind, for when he 1s tried and 
tound faithful, he {hall receive the 
crown of Life, which the Lord hath 
promiſed to them that love him.” “ 
I cannot refer you to any for conſo- 
lation, with greater profpect of ſuc- 


ceeſs, than to him whoſe Office pro- 


elaims him to be a friend to thoſe 
that are in diſtreſs, and particularly 


to thoſe, that are grieved and wear 


ed with the burthen of therr Sins. 
The evangelical anger thus 


deſcribes the Office of Chriſt; how 


applicable to your ſituation, I leave 


to yourſelves to determine. The 
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
becauſe he hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings to the meek, 
he hath ſent me to bind up the bro- 
| Ken-hearted, to proclaim {iberty ts 


G 2 | the 


[ 


the caplives, and the opening f the 
priſon to them that are bound; to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Hwa: andthe day of vengeance of 
our God, to comfort all that mourn : 
to appoint unto them that mourn in 
Zion, to give unto them beauty for 
ales, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the Garment of praiſe for the Spirit 
of Heavinels.” +. Meditate, then, on 
that religion, which promiſes to re- 
ſtore peace to your wounded Souls, 
to reſcue your minds from the bond- 
age of Sin and Satan, and which 
opens to your view, proſpects of 
Glory. Deſpiſe not theſe affection- 
ate offers. The time is now come, 
that you are made ſenſible of your 
Sins let the time allo appear, when 
vou are ready to forſake them. 
Shew yourſelves more worthy of 
Salvation, by a patient enduring of 
your preſent Affliction, and a will- 
ingneſs to be inſtructed in the know- 


. II. Ixi. 2, &c. 
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ledge of the Goſpel, © I exhort you, 
therefore, and intreat you by the 
mercies of Chriſt, and ſurely a more 
endearing motive cannot offer itſelf 
to you, that ye preſent your bodies 

a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable 

unto God, which is your reaſonable 
Service: and be nat conformed to 


this world, but be ye transformed 
in the renewing of your mind, that 


ye may prove what 1s that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of 
. 5 | 


o 


* Rom. Kii. I. 
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Ze not deceived : evi communica- 
lions corrupt good manners. 


Wa there any inclined to 
VV queſtion this Obſervation, 
which was proverbial even before 
- -the days of the Apoſtle, the unhap- 
py circle, which appears around 
me, would too ſurely confirm its 
Truth. Society, which offers hap- 
pineſs to thouſands, by a mutual 
Intercourſe of good Offices, * 
Tn FI 0 


Evil company. 2 


alſo with innumerable. dangers to 


thole who know not, or are not will- 


ing, properly to apply its Gifts. 


All the ſweet comforts of ſocial life, 
the charms of friendſhip, and even 
of domeſtic bliſs itfelt, inſtead of 
working together for good, produce, 
by an improper application of them, 


a dangerous and deadly Evil. Thus 


from the ſweeteſt flowers and faireſt - 


fruit, is extracted the moſt ſubtle 
and penetrating poiſon. 


Were I to apply ſeparately to 
each of this ee and enquire 
—what was the firſt cauſe of their 
departure from Virtue ?—I doubt 
not but I ſhould be informed, .that 
it aroſe from too great a fondneſs 
for Society, and the Influence of 


bad companions. Shrink not, my 


brethren, when I call to your re- 
membrance thoſe tempters, that 
have ſeduced you to fin, that lured 


you by falſe promiſes from your 


peaceful homes, and have left you 


: —_ 
— — 8 3 
0 . 2 

DDr 


n - U "” 2 2 3 - 
7 _ * 5 F JB — — —¼ 
— . w e 


2 ett FF · ] — PR... ” —_— ——— . > 
- 4 LET. - dE 4 = N * 
0 ; — — 


it 9 


Ca fag 


n y * 
cape —— — 4+ 14 


4 T T2 hy 
n 


2 
„ 
2 + St 


3 — 
— by 


2 — © 3- ty cy. 
— — wAoay gy re ur = 
xt work; Zu 4 


— 
A 


3 — — 


— * 9 == 22 
I — Re COTE ITS 


— 


68 On. the Influence of 


to ſigh out many a melancholy hour, 
either under the pangs of puniſh. 
ment, or in the gloomy confine- 
ment of a priſon. Such recollec- 
tions, tho they cannot be made 
without horror, are yet ſalutary and 
proper. They trace the ſtream of 
Evil back to its ſource, and reſtore 
the Powers of the mind which were 
enervated by drinking theſe bitter 
Waters. | 
Some of you perhaps can recol- 
lect the time, when you lived ſober] y 
in your father's houſe, when your 
fond parents gave you daily "7 
of Virtue, and with tears intreated 
you to be farthful unto death. You 
may remember too the hour, the 
fatal Hour, when you withdrew - 
yourtelves from your kind Inſtruct- 
ors, when you went into a far coun- 
try, like the prodigal in the para- 
ble,* and with ſeducing companions 
ee Te i Cond 


Luke xv. 
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. conſumed your little means in riot -· 
_ OUS living. Others of you may re- 
member, not perhaps your firſt In- 
clination to ſin, + for you may have 


been early trained in thoſe deceitful 
paths; but your memories doubtleſs 
will ſupply you with this obſerva- 
tion, that company of the baſeſt fort 
hath often led you to crimes, which 


you would not otherwife have com- 


mitted. So true is it, that Bois 
communications not only corrupt 


good manners, but prevent thoſe, 


that would reform, from bringing 


forth the peaceable fruits of righiteouſ- 
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5. 6c Pilfer ing and ſtealing are frequently ou 


ing ar. firit to the want of proper Inſtruction in 


early life; and cheſe naturally lead to the com- 


miſſion of more enormous offences; for corrupt 


as our nature is, rubbery and murder are ſeldam, 
if ever, the firſt crimes of the unhappy wretches 


Who commit them; but when once per ſons have 
entered opon evil courſes, they commonly ad- 
vance by haſty ſteps, till they become totally 
depraved, and abandoned to all kinds of wicked - 


nee”. | | 
Howard on the I.azaretto's &c, p. 192. note. 
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Vour preſent Situation is caleu- 
lated to correct theſe bad conſe- 
quences of evil Society. Probably 
no other opportunity, certainly no 
better, will preſent itſelf to you, for 
ſetting your Souls in order, and 
turning to the Lord with all your 
hearts. I {hall therefore, in com- 
pliance with my duty and your ne- 
ceſſities, make ſome obſervations on 
thoſe Vices of Society, which have 
removed you from comfort to di- 
ſtreſs, from tranquillity to deſpair... 


Need I mention as the firſt of 


theſe, and the root of numerous 


Evils, the Vice of Drunkennefs ? * 
Seduced into the commiſſton of this 
Vice by Society, too many continue 


to practice it, till inevitable ruin 


um, 


' purſues 
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* No effectuak reform will be made in our 


priſons, ttll the root of theſe evils be cut off; 


which, from the clofeſt obſervation, I am con- 
vinced is THE VICE OF DRUNRENNESS.““ 
. Howard on the Lazaretto's, &c. p. 234. 
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purſues all their footſteps. Your fa- 
milies—how ſhall Imentionthem?— 
without being partakers of your 
crimes, are partakers of your mil- 
fortunes. Drowned by the repeti- 
tion of Intemperance, is every feel. 
ing of your nature. You are neither 
ſenſible of the filent ſorrow of the 
innocent partner of your cares, nor 
the more clamorous Grief of your 
imploring Offspring. All are in- 
volved in one common ruin. Your 
daily occupations no longer intereſt 
you. Their failure cuts off the 
fupply of your Intemperance, 
and in one fatal moment you com- 
mit a crime, which for ever involves 
you in miſery. Too juſt a repre- 
ſentation is this picture of many of 
your lives.. Look upon 1t, and 
{brink at its deformity. Think not, 

as too many do, to excule your 
faults. by pleading that they were 
committed in a ſtate of Intoxication, 

The law of God, as well as man, 
conſiders this as an Aggravation hi | 
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the Offence : :,and-44 celebrated 
Lawgiver once enacted that © he 
„Rho committed a crime, when 
e drunk, ſhould receive a double 
f «puniſhment, one for the crime 
s itſelf, and the other for the drunk- 
vm) ennelſs which prompted him to © 
commit it. * 


Surely, in . aſſembly, . 
| muſt be ſome, I would to God I 

could not add, many, who have too 
much occaſion to grieve at the re- 
Collection of having ſo freely in- 
dulged themſelves in the practice 
of this Vice. Was the Enjoyment 
of good company your Intention? 
Milerably have you been deceived. 
For, Who —4 4 woe? Who hath 
:forrow? Who hath. contentions ! Pp 
Who hath bablings ? Who hath 
wounds without cauſe? Who hath 
redneſs of Eyes? They that tarry 
long at che wine” ' +—with the com- 
panions 


* Blackſtone's Com. B. 4. C. 2.4 3. 
- | Pro. xWll. 29. 
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panions of their Intemperance. 


Health, too, departs from the poi- 


ſoned cup, and a mind as degenerate, 


as the body is feeble, crowns the 


banquet of the drunkard. In ſuch 
a a courſe of living, how can any of 
the duties of a reaſonable nature be 
performed with propriety 2 How 
can the Maker of Man, and Author 
of the Univerſe, be adored as he 
ought? How can we comfort and 
aſſiſt our neighbour ? How can we 
reſpect or reverence ourlelves ? 
Drunkenneſs, therefore, is a Vice 
which unfits us for living in this 
World, and takes away all hopes, all 
Tational hopes, of the other, | 


On this foundation, how many 
other offences are built? Offences, 
like ſo many ſteps, leading gradually 
to deſtruction. Yet how can we 
wonder at theſe conſequences, when 
the realon of a man is lulled aſleep, 
all traces of Inſtruction and Chriſti- 
an Information are eradicated, and 

ee», II the 
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the propenſities of mere animal na- 
ture alone are ſuffered to prevail ? 
Then be no longer deceived—call 


Pour ways to remembrance—and 


while you are ſhut out from Society, 
correct thoſe Vices which you learn- 
ed in it from your profligate com- 
Ppanions. Correct that contempt 
which you have too long indulged 
for the Worſhip and Service of Al- 
mighty God, Think with horror on 
the pro/anc language you have uſed, 
when, inflamed with wine, religion 
and things ſacred have been the 
Subjects of your converſation. 
What ſhall we ſay to the habitual 
Swearer 2 to him who never men- 
tions God without blaſpheming his 
name? Or how e ſhall we hear the 
meek and holy Jeſus called upon as 
a Spettator of riot, and witneſs to 
a Lie? How ſhall we bear that 
Tewd and obſcene diſcourſe which is 
too common where drunkenneſs 
abounds. In your preſent Situation, 
offences of this nature cannot but 


© is ſtrike 
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ſtrike you with the greateſt force, 
however you may have deſpiſed 
things ſerious and ſacred, in the da 

of diſſipation, and in the fulne/s of 
bread, In this hour of reflection 
you muſt look upwards to the Cre- 


ator of Heaven and Earth, for, at 


this time, you fee] yourſelves in 
want of his protection. At this 


hour, when you are expecting the 


Inflictions of Juſtice, you mult re- 
verence that revelation, which 


brings a Saviour to your view, by 
whoſe merits and Interceſſion only 


you can hope for Salvation. No 
longer, then, indulge yourſelves in 


blaſphemies and profane Feſts, no 


longer uſe your tongue, which was 
| Pry, to bleſs the Lord, for the pur- 
| Poſes of deceiving and injuring your 
neighbour, or in impious converſa- 
tion; but remember, that the Gol- 


N 


by thy words thou ſhalt be condem- 


ned.“ * 
. „ And 
Mat. Xii. 37. 
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pel expreſsly informs you, that“ by 
thy words thou ſhall be juſtified, and 
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i lhe; -3F diſcourſes thus offend, 


what {hall we ſay to real acts of 


lewdne/s and debauthery ? Some, 
perhaps, of this audience will ac- 
knowledge, that as well as drunken- 
neſs, Intemperance of this nature 
hath brought them to this place. A 


deſcription from the writings of 
Solomon will ſpeak all that I would 
with to ſay upon this head.“ 1 be- 
held among the ſimple ones, I diſs 


cerned among the Youths, a young 
man void of Underſtanding, And 
behold there met him a woman with 
the attire of an Harlot, and ſubtle 
of heart. With her much fair ſpeech 


The cauſed him to yield, with the 
ee her lips ſhe forced. him. 


He $0 th after her ſtraightway, as 
an Ox goeth to the Slaughter, or 


as a fool to the correction of the 


Stocks: till a dart ſtrike thro' his 


liver, as a bird haſteth to the ſnare, 
and knoweth not that it is for. his 


Life” *— for his life indeed! The 
. . N train 
* Pro. vii. 1, &c. | 
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train af diſmal conſequences, atten- 
dant on ſuch a connection, is too 


melancholy almoſt #or reflection. 


And if any of you, unhappy So- 
journors in this houſe of Sorrow! 
have but too much reaſon to regret 
that you have fallen Victims before 
this ſhrine, let tears and prayers en- 
deavour to expiate your offences, 
looking ſteadfaſtly towards him 
whois of 1 Eyes than to behold 
Iniquity.“ Into Heaven nothing 
that defi! eth can enter. The ſpi- 
ritual nature of that kingdom iS 
unfic ſor thoſe, that love Impurity, 
and rejoice in the Indulgende of 
hcenuous Actions. Remember, 
herelore, before it be too late, that 
Meither drunkards, nor adulterers, 
nor tornicators, nor unclean per- 
Tons, can have any Inheritance in 


the Se of r and of God * 


"There is yet another Vice I hal 
8 1 | mention, 


1 . aa i. 13» T1 Cor. vi. 9. 
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mention, which originates in evil 
communications, corrupts the beſt 


manners andiwdeſtroys the largeſt 


fortunes and the moſt generous di{- 


poſitions. Aﬀter having given this 


Account of its Effects, will it be ne- 
eeſſary to lay, that GAM IN d is the 
fault I would condemn? The 


_ Gameſter, in general, cannot plead 
in his Excuſe, the gratification of 
ſenſual paſſions. Cool and collec- 


ted he purſues his way, nor ſtops 
his career, till he is obliged to do 


ſo by inevitable ruin and deſtruction, 


Then madneſs and deſpair ſucceed; 


and his miſerable life is ended a- 
 midit the Groans of diſappointed 
Ambition, and the pangs of 


wounded conſcience. r 
is leſs neceſſary on this ſubject, 


where ſo many fatal Examples of- 
fer themſelves to our view. What 
Hills our priſons and our Hoſpitals ? 

The Shadows of men once gay and 
_ thoughtleſs, whoſe Incomes were 
not equal to their Extravagance, 

5 e e, | Who, 


* 


* . a | 


who, - endeavouring by unlawful 
means to enrich- themlelves, have 
fallen ſacrifices to their Idol, and 
have nothing now to ſhew, but 
Health deſtroyed by diſſipation, and 
fortunes. made bankrupt by their 
Vices. e HOLES if 


Buy Gaming, how are all the 
Powers of the Soul put into agita- 
non? how does the. body tremble ? 
Where is the peace of Chriſtianity, 
the ſweet tranquillity of domeſtic 
life? Where is the Enjoyment of 
the company of a faithful Wife, the 
miles and careſſes of a blooming 
Offspring? All are baniſhed from 
the Gameſter's Soul; and in their 
place Anger, Revenge, Avarice, 
and every gloomy, every impetuous 
paſſion ſucceed. e 
Saming proceeds from an eager- 
nels. to poſſeſs a great deal by a 
ſpeedy method. This is a * 
„% ⁰ Et 


1 
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that lures men to their own deſtruc- 
tion. Though Gameſters conſent 
4 to the gain and loſs which happens 
*in gaming, this conſent makes 
« them not lawful, fnce a nian is 
* not properly the Maſter of his 
„ wealth, but only the Truſtee and 
the Steward, who mult give his 
_« Maſter an account of his Steward- 
hib. When perſons play high, 
they are guilty of a kind of rob- 
« bery, whether they win, or loſe ; 
s for one of theſe two things fol- 
« lows; either they take away the 
** wealth of him, againſt whom they 
„play, or they incur. the guilt of 
85 fnjullice towards themſelyes and 
their family, as well as towards 
„ God, who gave us not wealth for 
lo bad ode It is doing 
2 


« worle than the wicked Servant, 


& who, hid his talent in the Earth, 
« for if a Gameſter loſes, he has 
« ſpent improperly the money 
5 wherewtth God had entruſted 
$ him; and if he wins, he is never- 
Hol | <« theleſs 
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* theleſs incapable of giving a good 
* account of his talent to God, ſince 
„ he has lodged it in an unfair 
« Bank,” + e 


Of the miſerable ſtraighis, to 
which men are reduced by drunken- 
neſs, licentiouſneſs and gaming, ma- 
ny of you, my unhappy brethren, 
are melancholy witnefles, From 
one or other, or perhaps all of theſe 
caules, for they are all united in one 
band ol Iniquity, you have been re- 
moved from happy homes, and are 
now faſt bound in miſery and Iron. 
The Hiſtory of your crimes which 
I have begun I muſt purſue, tho 
the recollection may wound every 
fibre of your hearts, Yet you muſt 
know, that the End of Correction is 
Happineſs; for © no chaſtening for 
the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous, nevertheleſs it ow 
be? | 12 Et 


+ Monſieur Du Moulin on the Peace of Soul. 
Ä a 


4 


82 On the Influence of 
eth the peaceable fruit of righteoul- 
| neſs, unto them which are exerciſed 


„ 7 


Were it repreſented toa man, at 
his firſt entrance on a courle of ſin, 
that he would riſe by degrees to the 
commiſſion of the greateſt enormi- 
ties, it is probable the yet unextin- 
guiſhed Spirit of natural Virtue 
would prompt him to exclaim with 
Hazael, Am Ia dog, that I ſhould 
do this thing? Experience, how- 
ever, teaches that ſuch is the ſtate 
of human life, and too many Inſtan- 
ces have we even in this Aſſembly, 

to doubt for a moment the truth of 
the Aſſertion. When the drunkard 
firſt begins to apply himſelf to In- 

temperance, when the man of plea- 
ſure, as he is called, follows without 
ſuſpieion the intricate windings of 
the range woman, when the game- 
ter endeavours to relieve an occa- 
3 ſional 
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ſional diſtreſs, by running the ha- 
zard of the die; each of them 
would loudly reſent any reflection 
on their honor or their honeſty, and 
diſdain the Idea, that their conduct, 
by a ſtraight courle, leads to theft, 
to robbery, to murder, Yet all of 
theſe dreadful conſequences have 
ariſen from beginnings of no greater 
{ze than theſe. It is an old obſer- 
vation, that no man arrives at once 
at the height of wickedneſs. Cau- 
tous, therefore, ſhould he tread, 
when he firſt ventures intothe Ocean 
of Sin, for his next footitep may 
plunge him into a pit of deſtruttion, 
from whence he will never be de- 
lvexeas.: > jo rater 
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The Hiſtory of the life of almoſt 
every Offender commences with a 
recital of ſmall tranſgreſſions. - To 
Tupply thoſe neceſſities, created by 
Idleneſs and a profligate manner of 
living, he pilfers and purloins what- 

ever accident throws in his way. = 
The þ 


n — 
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The admonitions of parents and 
friends he diſregards, the obſervation 
of the Sabbath and public Inſtruc- 
tion he totally neglects. Compa- 
nions, as diſſolute as himſelf, encou- 
rage him in his departure from the 
reputable part ot Society, and an 
Allociation in Vice compleats the 
rit part of his melancholy ſtory. 
Grown bolder in Sin, the {low arts 
of ſtealing do not anſwer all the 
purpoſes of his Extravagance, and 
therefore robbery upon a larger 
ſcale is adopted as a ſpeedier me- 
'thod of ſupplying his wants. Men 
of greater refinement, indeed, in the 
ways of the world, inſtead of open 
robbery make uſe of the ſecret and 
inſidious arts of Fraud. There is 
an aggravation in this Offence, from 
which the others are free. It is ge- 
nerally an abuſe of confidence; and 
offenders, in this way, muſt have laid 
aſide the love of their friends and 
benefactors, as well as of God and 
their neighbour, before they can 


practice 


4 
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practice theſe arts of deceit, At 
this time, that remorſe which muſt 
hitherto have accompanied them, 
notwithſtanding all their Efforts to 
caſt it off, begins to loſe its effect; 
and their God, who by various 
means and at different times endea- 
voured to reclaim them, gives them 
over to a reprobate mind.“ Now, 


the moſt horrid thoughts ſucceed ; | 


and it 1s no wonder that they who. 
have loſt the feelings of men, ſhould 
now for the ſake of that plunder, 


whichthey are determined to pollels, 


ſacrifice the lives of all that oppoſe 
them. FP e PS DR INE: 


Here the feelings of humanity 
oblige me to pauſe. All other crimes 
and offences appear ſmall, when 


compared with this. The life of 


man is precious in the ſight of God; 


and when the Government of the 


world was finally eſtabliſhed, the 
. I CLegiflator 


Rom. i. 28. 


3 


86 On be | Influence of 
Legiſlator ſaid, at the hand of 
every man's brother will I require 
the life of man.” f I mean not, how- 

ever, to enlarge upon the enormity 
ok this crime. The heart even of 
the murderer ſhrinks at the Idea. 

Unneceſſary, therefore, is it to, con- 

demn by words what Nature 
prompts us to deteſt, 


Ik now my words have made any 
Impreſſions upon your hearts, if you 
lee clearly that every greater crime 
hath ariſen from the unreſtrained 
Indulgence of ſmaller offences, and 
that licentious companions at firſt 
tempted, then encouraged you to 

continue in fin ; let it be your par- 
ticular care, at this time, to make 
all the amends your Situation af- 
fords, and to ſeek by repentance the 
returning favor of your God. How- 

ever the Adverſary of the world, 
and Enemy of Souls, may have 
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s Evil company. 87 
dran you forward by a treacherous 
ca of Succeſs, it is certain that 
he hath now forſaken you. The 
confinement of this priſon is a ſuffi- 
cient Evidence, that you muſt bear 
your own offences, thoſe offences 
that have placed you in it. Then 
let it be the beginning of Happineſs 
to you all, Deſpiſe the evil com- 
pamons of your former days, and 
be not aſhamed to ſhew yourſelves 
the Servants of him, whole ſervice 
alone is perfect freedom. Tu 


_ That kind of ſhame, which pre- 
vents a man from doing good, or 


changing vicious courles for the 


paſo of duty and obedience, for 
earof encountering the raillery and 
contempt of the profligate, is unbe- 


coming the charatter ol a man, and 


* 


highly improper for a profeſſor of 


be aſhamed of nothing but in. Vet, 


ſtrange as this conduct is, we often 


lee men aſhamed to be ſurprized in 


127 „ 


88 : on the Influence of 


the commiſſion of a good action, 

who are not aſhamed of offending 
God, or reviling his religion. Let 

not this falſe ſhame, then, deprive 

You of the opportunity of repent- 
ance, and of acquiring a knowledge 
of that Saviour, who, in the end, 
will be your ſureſt, ſafeſt friend. 
His life was given as an Example 

| for you to follow: his death was a 
5 tor your Sins. Be not a- 
ſhamed of ſuch a Saviour. II you 
are, remember the conſequence 
which he himſelf foretels “ who- 
ever {hall be aſhamed of me, and of 
my words, in this adulterous and 
Hntul Generation, of him alſo ſhall 
the Son of man be aſhamed, when 
he cometh in the Glory of his father 
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with the holy angels.” * 
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Let me, then, leave off with the 
Exhortation with which I begun 
Be not deceived: evil communications 

2 corrupt 
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Mark viii. 38. 


oil company. 89 


corrupt good manners.“ Enter not 
into the path of the wicked, and go 
not in the way of evil men; avoid 
it, paſs not by it, turn from it, and 

als away.“ Hear, ye children, the 
TAY AIon of a father, and attend 
to know underſtanding ; for I give 
you gobd doctrine, forſake you not 
my law. For I was my father's Son, 
tender and only beloved in the 
Sight of my mother. He taught 
me alſo, and ſaid unto me, Let thine 
heart retain my words: keep my 
commandments and live. F My 
Son, if Sinners entice thee, conſent 
thou not. If they ſay, Come with 
us, let us lay watt for blood, let us 
lurk privily for the innocent without 
cauſe : let us ſwallow them up alive 
as the Grave, and whole as thoſe 
that go down into the Pit: we 
ſhall find all precious Subſtance, 
we ſhall fill our houſes with ſpoil 
caft in thy lot among us, let us all 
oe Have 


4 Prov. iv. 14, 15. ÞF Prov. iv. 14. 
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go On the Influence of 

; 3 Son, walk not 
thou in the way with them, refrain 
thy foot from their path, for their 
feet run to evil, and make haſte to 


Thed blood. *— Wherefore, come 


out from among them, and be ye 
ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father 


unto you, and ye ſhall be my ſons 
and daughters, ſaith the Lord Al- 
TT 


* Proy. i. 10-16 f 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 
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LukR xxIII. g2, 39-439. 


And there were alſo two other male- 
factors led with him to be put to 
deathi. And one of the maleſactors 
which were hanged, railed, on ham 
ping. If thou be Chriſt, ſave thy- 
Self and us, But the other, an- 
ſwering, rebuked him, /aying, Doſt 
. thou not fear God, ſeeing 4 
n the /ame condemnation £ And 
doe indeed juſtly ; for we receive 
_ the due reward of our deeds ; but 
nis man hath done nothing amiſs. 
And he ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord, re. 
ent member. 


p 
6 8 
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member me, when thou comeſt into 
 thykingdom. And Jeſus /aid un- 
to ham, Veruy,. I ſay unto thee, 
to-day ſhalt thou be with me in 
paraarſe. 


HIS remarkable circumſtance 

. which attended our Lord upon 

the Croſs, cannot but be very inter- 
eſting to all Chriſtians; to thoſe 
more eſpecially, whoſe Sins fender 
them obnoxious totemporal puniſh- 
ments. Every man muſt, at ſome 
moments of his life, think ſeriouſly 
of his condition; and in none is he 
more likely to call his own ways to 
remembrance, chan when the Sen- 
tence of the law is hanging over 
his head, and he is in hourly expec- 
tation of its Execution. Whether 
that Sentence be, to inflict pains and 
penalties in our preſent State, or to 
remove us from this mode of Exiſt- 
ence to another, is not ſo material 
as to the final Iſſue; for a few days, 
e months, 


1 "= 
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months, or years, will reconcile the 
difference of time, and teach us this 
uſeful truth, that * it is appointed 
unto all men once to die, and after 
this the Judgment.” + | 

Yet even in this condition, which 
the beſt of men cannot look upon 
without Emotion, how different is 
the conduct, how various the feel- 


ings of mankind! The malefactors 
were equally guilty; and were now 


ſuffering the fame puniſhment. 
Their repentance, however, was 
not equal. One of them joined 


the crucifiers of our Lord in revi- 
lings and reproaches, whilſt the 


other behaved with penitent ſorrow, 
and expired in holy hope. Such 
may be the various conditions of 
you, my brethren ! But the Goſpel 
calls you to | repentance; gladly 
would it reſcue you from the ſnares 
of Iniquity, and condutt you to the 
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Grave in peace; gladly would it 


perſuade you, to ſeek all one End; 


and that End is, Everlaſting Life 


through Jefus Chriſt our Lord. 


No one that lives in the world, 
and conſtantly beholds the infirm 


nature of man, will pretend to aſſert 
his Innocence. You, at leaſt, who 


are here aſſembled, will grant me 


the truth of this obſervation. We 
behold around us a buſy multitude, 
engaged in ſinful purſuits, rapidly 


following wherever Intereſt or vici- 
dous propenſities allure, and labour. 
ing hard to earn the wages of Ini - 
ar, Such is che melancholy 


ſcene that preſents itſelf to- our 
view, Becauſe man, therefore, did 
not remain 1nthat ſtate of Innocence, 
in which he was created, but tranſ- 


7 greſſed the will of his Maker, and 


became obnoxious unto death, it 
was neceſſary, that he ſhould be pe- 
mitent, if he entertained any ſerious 
hopes of Salvation. The Moſaic 

5 ent n law 
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law. allowed no repentance. for 
greater crimes. Whoever was con- 
victedotany notorious tranſgreſſion, 
was to die without mercy. But 
God pitied the miſeries of man, 
and the Inconveniences of the law, 
and ſent Chriſt to ſuffer for the one, 
and remedy the other; for, as our 
Lord himſelf declares, Thus it 


behoved Chriſt to ſuffer and to riſe 


again, and that repentance and re- 


miſſion of Sins ſhould. be preached, 


in his name, among all nations,” *- 


Thus, then, when you ſee the 


redeemer of the world hold out the 
golden Scepter and cry,“ come un- 
to me all ye that labor and are hea- 


vy laden,” + ye ſhould with earneſt- 


neſs reply, Lord, I will follow 
thee whitherſoever thou goeſt. | 


5 There is no one perhaps, when 
left to his own reflections, that would 
B deli 


lake xxiv. 46, + Mat. xi. 29. 4 Mat. viii. 19. 
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deliberately reje& this ineſtimable 
bleſſing. He cannot but know the 
frailty of his nature, and each ſuc- 
ceeding Gay preſents him with freſh 
Inſtances of Infirmity. He is con- 
ſerous, that Sin is the Introduction 
to Miſery, and that Virtue and 
Goodneſs, upon the principles of 
the Goſpel, is the Gate which opens 
into Heaven. He is not ignorant, 
that his offences merit punihment; 
and therefore, by a natural train of 
reaſoning, muſt be ſenſible of the 
neceſſity of a redeemer. He knows 
alſo, that conviction of his faults is 
not ſufficient. If he would reap the 
benefit of his Saviour's Sacrifice, he 
mult repent and be converted. Of 
all chis he appears to be ſully ſatis- 
fied. And when ve ſee a perſon in 
this Situation, we may well con- 
clude. that he is not far from the 
Kingdom / God. But ſtill there is 
much to be done, before he can 
conſider himſelf as entitled to the 
bleſſings of the Goſpel. There a 
Te 1 * | vide 
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wide difference between profeſſion 
and practice. To be ſenſibhle of g 
right is one thing, but to reduce | 
chat into our daily practice is 
another, There are many amongſt 
mankind who would be willing 
enough to be diſciples. of Jeſus, if 
they thought profeſſion all that was 
required ; but when they are inform- 
ed that they muſt give up all the 
falle Enjoyments of the world, that 
luxurious hving and vicious Indul- 
gences are incompatible with the 
pure dottrines of Chriſtianity, it will 
not be ſurprizing if they go away 
lorrowful. May not ſeveral of you 
have been in this very Situation? 
With the belt Inclinations, may you 
not have yielded to temptations ; 
and when you expected to have 
found yourſelves, at leaſt not guilty, 
have you not been entangled in the 
ſnares of fin, and fallen Victims to 
an unexpected Error? The Hiſtory 
of your lives is the ſame with that 
of too many of che Sons of men. 
1 5 NG. For, 


9s Tue penitent Thief. 


For, however ſenſible they may be 
of the neceſſity of reformation; from 
day to'day they defer this important 
Work, it the night cloſes in u pon 
chem, and they are left dreary and 
deſolate, uncheared by hope, upon 
the very confines of deſpair. 


Many of you; I fear, have deceived 
yourſelves greatly in this work of 
Four Salvation. Procraſtination, 
that Thief of time, hath robbed you 
of your deareſt rights, and you have 
delayed to do that, which all the 
treaſures of the world cannot recom- 
_ -penſe, if you die and leave it un- 


done: for „hat is a man profited 
If he ſhould gain the whole world 
and loſe his own Soul”? ® It is a 
melancholy reflection, how many 
Souls have been irretrievably loſt, 
thro' a vain dependence upon a 
death bed repentance, Is it reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, that a ſhort prayer, 

: 7 | | an 


Mat. Xvi. 36. | 
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an ineffectual wiſh, inſpired perhaps 
buy the fears of death, or terrors gf 
damnation, ſhould be ſufficient to 
atone for a long life of ſin, a ſeries 
of years ſpent in the Indulgence of 


every ſort of Iniquity ? If this were 
the caſe, all diſtinctions would be 


thrown down between wickedneſs 


and Virtue, and an Encouragement 


given to Scenes of Prolligacy and 
Riot. If, with the repentance of 
* an hour, might the Sinner then 
* reaſon, Icanmſure my everlaſting 
% happineſs, I will not confine my- 

% F e e eee 
eit to the reſtra ined rules of virtue 
* and religion, but will enjoy, ac- 
N 


| 4. ſent momen: and Ve a 100 


Tr ———— 2 232 — —ñ—— ee 
every änclination. 1 am not ig- 
„ norant, that thoſe, who die in their 
« fins, will be eternally puniſhed, 


be I hope 10 have a ſal] e 


# given me for repentance, and * 
— WH” ! ict 6 if; 


The general _ uct of mankind, 


even 
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even your own repeated faults, my 
brethren, prove that reaſonings of 
this nature are not uncommon. But 
how knowelt thou, too preſumptu- 
-Ous mortal ! that the decree will not 
be ſent forth againſt thee, when 
thou art lifting up thy hand in Sin, 
when thou art rioting in Exceſs ? 
Death may ſeize thee, as thou art 
plundering thy ing Yate as thou 
art tracing bloody ſteps thro' ſecret 
paths, as thou art deſtroying his re- 
putation, and murdering his good 
tame. A death bed repentance is 
at beſt uncertain; but how mic; 
would thy deſtruction be fenled, | 
Ihould the laſt hour, which awaits 


N 


As all. come unon thee unawares! 


What horror and anguiſh would 
be then thy portion I But I draw 
-a veil over the tremendous Scene, 
and God grant that no one among 
you may ever experience the reality 
ol ſuch a ſtate ! 


The Caſe of the penitent thief 
LES . upon 


he penitent Thief ins 


upon It ereſg has been thou ght to 
reſemble theirs, Who, in the hour of 
death, begin to perceive their miſ- 
: taken conduR, and hope to atone 
for à löng life of wickedneſs, by 
hort moment of repentance, Fs 
us [ce how far the h will hold. 


SL +£ 3 © 


Of the two. . thats were cru- 
bed with the Lord of life, one of 
them, hardened 1 in Iniquity, and un- 
awed e even by his. be i miſerable 
NON, railed on, and reproached 
him; but the pious conduct of the 
other added greatly to the ſolemnity 
of tl Ly Scene. When he beheld 
Chriſt in, the ſame condemnation 
wich himſelf, crucified, by the Ro- 
mans, rejected by his own, country- 
men, ideferted by his friends and 
Apoſtles, dying and diſtreſſed, and 
yet doing no miracle to atteſt his 
Innocence and divinity, & but meek- 


N RS he Lamb to the 
YI Slaughter , 


8 9 5 of Chriſt. p. 3. Sect. 15. 


a. ie Thief. 


Slang nter, and praying, ini widlt 
of. FRE Agonies, for his , unrelenting 
Executioners, with fincerity,of heart 
confeffes— and who OW: has the 
feelings and reaſon of a man but 
mylt confeſs him to he his. King, 
bis Lord, his Saviour? The other 
Criminal addreſſes him with cool 
deliberate ſarcaſm © If thou be 
Criſt, aue thyſelf and us.” Io 
which the penitent replies with this 
Sl juſt rebuke, Pf thou not 
* fear God, ſeein ng 7225 art in the 
* /ame condemmation. The Society 
of miſery ought to have made thee 
*« modeſt, and thecompany of others, 
«fo much better than thyſelf, ſuffer- 
« ing the ſame pum hate, ou, ht to 
* Have tantght thee Humility 
* gurſelves, we indeed 
at for we receive the juſt reward bf our 
« fins, but this man hath 4 - 


« © thing amiſs.” MOLE 


woe have here FR abhlteion n 
a grounds of F aith, which "OT. 
| e 


— 
: * £ * 1 3 1 * * 
* 4 f 4 - 2 3 1 * 
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the: penitent, Thief that . gracious 


promiſe. from the I. ord. Lament- 


ing his unworthineſs, he ſubmys 
patiently to the inflicted puniſhment, 
This was all he could do in his pre- 
ſent Situation. It is more than 
probable that he had never heard 

| 1 55 of the doctrines of Jeſus, and 

| therefore could have had no oppor- 

tunity of embracing his religion, — 
An Apology, you, unhappy Chriſti- 
ans! can never make, who havebeen 
taught from your Infancy, and 
might have learned, the precepts 


the Goſpel.—Havin g thus addreſſed 


eme kee ee 


as to his true deliverer, the laſt and 


only port where he can hope for 


ſafety Lord, he cries, remember nie, 

vhen, thou comeſt into thy kingdom. 
Us begs only for a remembrance— 
he knew himfelf ſo ſinful, - that he 


24 Q-:5 & FHEVE | SS —_ :* 1 
dared not alk for more. But Chriſt, 


who was not ignorant of the ſince- 


ity, of his preſent profeſſions, grants 


him all that he could wiſh, and 
VVV 
2 +. 19% © £63 | 6090s. | 7 


Tue penitant Thief. 103 


104 He! Potent NV 


much more than he could Akſire. 
Hear the kind anſwer of the pleſſed 
Redeemer—® Verity Lay unto thee, 
to-day ſhalt. thow be with me n Va- 

een 61. wr | 


_— 
ho 35% 


A : 'L N "3 


The Thief! hs 44 # oft lego, 
«a world to come, had owned Chriſt 
10 publickly, prayed t to him, hoped 
b in him, pitied him,” and {Mer ae 
our Lord! ' who, | as {the Author of 
the Epiſtle, to the Hebrews obſerves, 
ad proved himſelf to be. a merci- 
ful High Prieſt, * becauſe he was 
touched with a feeling of our In- 
firmities, F admitted im, in theſe 
5 1 e Gen to eee 
: Joys ur; e £09190 eee, 
See ye TIEN any hah. 
for delay in the 1 important duty of 
. Tepentance : we The; parallel does 
not hold in any one particular. 
Aud umil all theſe ns ſhall, in 
55 5 15 7 I 0 he fe 


DBA 11557 * 3992 50 1 


8 . Heb. ij. 17. f ibid. iv. xg. 


The penitent Thief. 45 


* theſe circumſtances,” meet in anz 
One man, he muſt not hope for ſe 


« ſafe an Exit alter an evil life, upon 


« the confidence of this Example,” 


What the penitent rie could do, 
in order to obtain eternal Salvation, 
dur ing the ſhort ſpace he hung upon 
the Croſs, he certainly did. © His 
Lord knew his ſincerity, and grant- 
ed his petition. But can the Sin- 
ner, who has lived in the conſtant 
abuſe of the means of Grace; who 
has lived without law; under the 
beſt of governments, and without 


2 2 


religion, 18 land where the beſt of 
religions is taugt can ne hope 


for peace in thoſe awful moments. 
When even the righteous Nee 


It can never be . | ba 

e is no doubt} 500 att Han 
are poſſible with God. It was faid 
by our Lord to St. Paul, whoſe con- 
verſion was as wender as that 


+ Tay!or's Liſe of Chriſt. ſee ak ; 
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106 le 5 A ACS 1 Thi 2 
— Sb V. 


k the thief, upon the croſs, © My 
Grace is ſufficient for thee.” + But 
Nhat expectation can the Sinner 
haue, that the Grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhould reſt upon him, 
_ whohath obſtinately withſtoodevery 
motive of] repentance, during the 
former -Gourſe:,of his life? What 
reafonable hopes can he entertain, 
that a God of Juſtice will have mer- 
oy upon him, ho hath fo often, 
and ſo grievoufly, offended ? Who- 
farmation, whoever reſolutely con · 
1 tinues in fig, in ſpite. of all the 
wmmengernses of bis cn cance, alt 
nean 59 44 444) 38 a, and all the | 
kind ſolicitations of | his Saviour. 


can have butdmaii hopes in adeath- 


bed repentance. Far be it from me 

_ to pronounce any thing concerning 
_ the Blficacy of ſuch a repentance, 
but there is all the reaſen in the 

af, as 0 nee 


__ ; A * 
20086 945: 1.18: Cor. i. 9. 


The penitent Thief. 167 


always hazardous, becauſe always 
And here I might point out tc 
you, how improper a time it is to 
think of yelting the Soul in order, 
when Siekneſs or Old Age preſſes 
down the body, but I ſhall wave the 
more general conſideration of this 
fubject, for the ſake of ſuch remarks 
as are more applicable to your pre- 
fent Situation. Forced from Society 
for your crimes, you may conſider 
_ yourſelves, in ſome ſenſe, as upon 
your Death- bed. It is proper that 
you ſhould do ſo, that you may ſee 
your on heart undiſguiſed by any 
when the next ſtep leads them into 1 
Eternity. In this, however, the i 
advantage is on your ſide; you are 7: 
called to repentance in the ſulneſs, . 
probably, of Health, and with al i 
the faculties of your minds ſtrong | 
and unimpaired. You are placed in a | 
a Situation, in which all your for- | 
| 
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108 Nie penitent Thie 


mer fins are brought before your 
Eyes, and repreſented in a true 
light. You have, in this houſe of 
reflection, no difficulty. in exami- 
ning the nature of your former lives. 
of tracing to their ſource the ſeveral 
paths that have led you aſtray, and 
preparing for your ſolemn trial be- 
fore the God of all the Earth. How 
much better, then, is your ſituation 
than that of the thief upon the 
croſs]! You may ſtill, thro' the 
bleſſings of God, give proofs of your 
recovery from fin, to a world that 
you have injured. Vou may re- 
turn to the fold, from whence you 
have ſtrayed, and unite yourſelves 
| again to your heavenly Shepherd. 


© Conkider. then the impriſonment 
of your body, as the. happy. means 
of letting free your Soul. Imagine 
yourſelves. now as upon the bed of 
death, never more to return to the 
courſes of the. world, never more to 
- partake in its Emjoymerks, Or purſue | 
1051 13 118 


bs 


” \ Im ponitent Thief bane 


and all of us, hold our lives by a 
precarious tenure. Frequently hath 
the admonition been repeated, that 
neither youth nor ſtrength can, for a 
moment, arreſt the hand of death, 
Let the obſervation fink deep into 

our hearts, and remember ſo to 
live, as if the next moment were to 
be your laſt. Think upon the 
dreadful condition of thoſe, whe 
have notime given them for repent- 
ance ; who from the midſt of pol- 
luted pleaſures and impure Enjoy- 


ments, from the cup of Intemper- 


ance, or the circle of Vanity, from 


plundering, and injuring their 


neighbour's happineſs and peace, 
ſtep at once into an Eternity of 
Miſery, | 7 "OR | 


» 


Too long have you wandered in 


the ways of Sin: return now to the 
haven of your happineſs. What 
comfort can you expect in death, 
What rational hope can you enter- 

*: "34s dain 
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| 110 * The penitent Thief. — 


| tain of everlaſting life, unleſs you 
lay a good foundation for it in che 
day 5 your health and ſtrength? 
Let me recommend to you, my bre- 
thren, with all the earneſtneſs ſo 
important an object demands, to 
you who of all men have the leaſt 
reaſon to put off your reformation, 
not to loſe any time in improving 
the preſent moment. This Hour, 
a God, merciful and gracious, al- 
Jows you for repentance- and God 
only eee be the laſt. 
Such a ſudden removal has been the 
lot of many, and may be of us. 
Accept then this reſpite with thank- 
rejected the offered bleſſing, and at 
Jaſt ound no place for repentance, 


the he ſoughtitcarefully withtears,”* 


Whatever may be the caſe with 
the reſt of mankind, to you certainly 
no time can be more important, 
5 Of 959075 10Y than 
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Ine penitent Thief. 111 
than that which reveals. your offen- 
ces, and calls loudly for an alteration 
in your hearts. In the great day of 
Judgment, an opportunity '6f re- 
pentance, ſuffered to pals unim- 
proved, will amount to an actual! 
tranſgreſſion. Add not then to, the 
reſt of your ſins this aggravation. 
Look upon that Croſs, where the 
Son of God was crucified between 
two thieves, Reflect upon his In- 
nocence, and your Offences. With 
his blood waſh away your Sins; by 
his Example reform your lives; 
and when you addreſs him with true 
penitent hearts, to remember you in 
Ev Kingdom, he will reply, Veril 
Y unto'you, to-day ſhalt thou be 
with me in paradiſe,” ff 
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on THE LAST. JUDGMENT. 


Lunz XI. 4 „ 


Be .. 7 ＋ them: 1105 4 kill 
and after that have no 

Sul ada they 1. do. But y- wall 
orewarn you W all fear 
25 n after he hath 
killed, hath power to caſt into Hell: 


Yea, Lay unte Hou, Naur ham. 


F the e of the. laſt 

L en. can produce a ſtron- 

r conviction on the minds of ſome 
an of others, it muſt apply itſelf 
kx peculiar force to. thoſe, 2 * 
Y. 


4 


On the laſt Judgment. 113; 


by their erimes, have forfeited the 
benefits of Society, and have in-- 
curred the. penalties of temporal 
puniſnment. Agitated by contend- 
ing paſſions, alarmed by the fearful 
lokeng. for of e they be- 
gin to turn their Eye inward upon 
their own Souls; they are ſtartled 
at the Sight; and with the affrighted 
Goaler earneſtly enquire, what 
they muſt do to be ſaved” ?. ++ Hap- 
pyis it for thoſe, that even at the 
eleventh hour are deſirous of Em- 
ployment! Happy would it be for 
you, my Brethren, if the fame con- 
viction were wrought upon your 
minds, and that you were fully ſen- 
ſible that now is the accepted 
time, now is che day of Salvation, 


f 


To reflect upon the difference be- 
tween the preſent State of our Ex- 
iſtence, which muſt in a ſhort time 

| be. brought to an End, and that 


* Heb, x 27. + Ads xvi. 30. f 2 Cor. vi. 2 


. 


— 


114 On the laft Judgment. 


which will be eternal, is within the 
compals even of a common under- 
ſtanding. It muſt alſo be known, 
that hap pineſs is the general deſire 
.of 10 18 and of courſe that that 
happineſs, which laſts the longeſt, 
will be the moſt defirable. How 
reaſonable then mult it be, for every 
man to purſue ſuch. methods, as 
would not only tend to make him 
Nappy; but to prolong that Happi- 
neſs to an Extent as. boundleſs as 
Eternity! It is allo. an Argument 
of equal Importance, that if miſery 
be a ſtate, at which human. nature 
- ſhrinks, eternal miſery muſt be hor- 
rible beyond conception; and the 
moſt powerful motive, to induce 
men to act in ſuch a manner, as to 
r 1 


Upon this principle does our Sa- 
viour apply the words of the text. 
They are addreſſed indeed to men 
of very different characters from 
thoſe who now appear before me. 
5 They 


1 


on the laſt Judgment: 113 


They were the firſt diſciples of our 
Lord, men of Innocence and Sim- 
plicity; who, without fearſulneſs or 
Hypoeriſy, were to preach the Goſ- 
pel to an incredulous world. In 

this Situation they might expect op- 
poſition of every kind; and in this 
cauſe even Life itſelf was to be laid 
down with pleaſure. But what was 

the Enjoyment of a 8 
days, to the duration of an endleſs 
reward? Or what would have been 
their gain, il, like Judas, they had 
denied their Lord, and for the ſake 
ola few trifling pieces of filver, had 
groaned out a ſucceſſion of ages in 
miſery p Be not afraid of them that 
full the body and after that have no 

more that they can do: but I will 
forewarn you whom you ſhall (rather 
fear, fear ham, whach after he hat 
kulled hath, power to caſt into Hell.; 
yea, 1 /ay unto you, fear HIM. 


. Collect your thoughts, my bre- 
thren, and look forward with me ” 


116 On the loft Judgment: 


the. laſt judgment; a time which: 
will ſurely arrive, and to many. of us 
may be near at hand, While I thus: 

: ee on ſo awful a ſubject, a 
tremor runs thro' my frame, when 
I reflect how dreadful that day will 
be to che unrepenting Sinner. Looks 
ing upon this circle, I ſhudder at 
the Idea of multitudes, paying the 
penalty of fin in choſe unhappy re- 
gions, where their worm dieth not. 
and: the fire is not quenched.” * 
God knows, every one of us, the 
very beſt of men, offendeth /zven- 
times a day; what ſhall then be ſaid 
to you, who have tranſgreſſed ſo 
many laws, and with ſo many ag- 
avations? What! but that the 
forgiveneſs of the Goſpel is not cir- 
cumſcribed—*'I ſay not unto you 
till ſeven times, ſays our merciful 
Saviour and our judge, but until- 
ſeventy times ſeven, + | 


Iin- 


Mark ix. 44. + Mat. Kviil. 22. 
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_ Impreſſed with this Idea, ve can 
come boldly, forward, and ſtand be; 


fore the Throne of Grace. Here, 


however, what have we to offer? 


Not our own works, for theſe have 


been defective in every eſſential 


point; but the works of him, © who- 


of God is made unto: us wiſdom, 
and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, 


and redemption.” * For, as the 


Apoſtle emphatically deſeribes the 


ſituation of man, without the know- 


ledge of the Golpel, « we ourfelves 
0 


were ſometimes fooliſh, n 
deceived, ſerving divers Luſts and 
Pleaſures, living in malice and envy, 


bateful and hating one another. 


But after that the kindneſs and love 
of God our Saviour toward man 


appeared, not by works of righte. 
oulneſs, which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he ſaved us, 


by the waſhing of regeneration, and 


renewing of the holy Ghoſt ; which 


*. Cor. i. 30. 
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ke "ſhed, on us abün dani) hte 


1 our Saviour: el, be- 


Fog juſtified by'his Grace, we Routa! 
ade. Bes according wy the 
Hope. of eternal ſe? $2 119 10). 


mes vi4%5 ma. < 913993 25 gd 


-_ 


"Tho" it cannot but fu Eonfelf{ d, 


di we-are all offenders in fron: 
degrees, yet it is evident, on how 
ſure a foundation the Hope of a 
Chriſtian, re ts. For our Sins, fin- 


cerely repented of, -or ilft Uy com- 
mitted, we,muſt be W e or con- 


demned at. this 1 % For we 
muſt all appear before the Judg- 


ment-leat of Chriſt, that, every one 


map receive the: things done in his 
. boc ly, According. to. that he [hath 


done, whether it be good or bad. 


| Knowing, therefore, continues the 
Apolſtle, theſe terrors of the Lord, 
_ ve, perſuade men.“ F — I would 
above all chings recommend the 


conſideration of this day to your 
molt 


* Tit. iii. 327 I 2 Cor. v. 1% It. 
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mol. ſe rious thoughts. Yo u cannot 
but be lenſible, chat it will arrive; 
and you muſt know, that if it come 


upon you unawares, your Souls not 


ſet in order, your ſins yet unrepent- 
ed of, that your portion muſt be 
« weeping and wailing and gnaſhing 


of teeth.” * Suppoſe that you were 


_now called upon to anſwer at this 


bar. What confuſion and horror 


would ariſe} What dreadful, but 


kö forebodings ck puniſhment. 
What could you then lay, but that 
you had juſt finiſhed the perpetra- 
tion of ſome horrid wickednels, that 


you had juſt injured your neigh- 


- 


Þour, either by open violence or 


ſecret, miſchief, ' that your hands 


were hardly free from blood, either 
unjuſtly ſpilled | or malicioufly in- 


tended? If the queſtion ſhould be 
aſked you, whence come ye? 
Would ye not be confounded to 
anſwer, „From an earthly priſon, 
S943. AI Iv "In TALES AE ai as 
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as I was not fit to dwell among my 
fellow mortals. Reflect in time on 
this tremendous day of the Lord. 
For, it will then be too late to 
* knock, when the door ſhall be 
** ſhut, too late to cry for mercy, 
* when it is the time of Juſtice. O 
* terrible voice of moſt juſt judg- 
* ment, which ſhall be pronounced 
© upon them, when it {hail be ſaid 
s unto them, Go ye cur/ed into the 
fre everlaſting, which is prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels,” + 


Ho proper are theſe conſidera- 
tions for you, who, by the unerring 
hand of Juſtice are placed within 
theſe walls for tranſgreſſing the laws 
of your country; and who cannot 
but look forward to the general Aſ- 
ſize of all the World, while you re- 
HUe& continually on your 77a be- 
fore an earthly Judge! But be not 
fo much afraid of them that * 
| 9988 | ody 


+ Commination Service. 
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body, and after that have no more 
tat they can do, as of that great and 
tremendous Being who, after he hath 
killed, hath power to caſt into Hell. 


Far B49 400 5 ; | 

In reflecting upon all the circum- 
ſtances of the laſt Judgment, as re- 
vealed in Scripture, we cannot but 
remark, that the Goodneſs of God 
is particularly conſpicuous in the 
berſon, appointed to be our Judge. 
„God hath appointed a day, in 
which he will judge the world in 
righteouſneſs, by that man whom 
he hath ordained.” * - Tho' Juſtice, 
we may be aſſured; will be then 
ſtrictly adminiſtered, yet the com- 
paſſionate father of mankind, we 
may be equally ſure, will remember 
Mercy. But let not this amiable 
emanation of divine Goodneſs en- 
courage any man in the practice of 
fin. Shall we continue in fin, 
lays the Apoſtle, that Grace may 
.lt ; CCVVV meungr 


* Ads xvii. 31. 
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abound? God forbid.““ The diſtinc- 
tions between Almighty Juſtice and 
Almighty mercy, are known only to 
the Sovereign Ruler of the Univerſe. 
As Chriſtians, it is our duty to obey; 
and when we have, thro' the Infirm- 
ities of human nature, diſobeyed, 
to repent, and to rely upon the 
promiſes of God, and the merits of 
our Saviour, for pardon. and for- 
giveneſs. 11 


That the hopes of mercy might 
induce men to forſake fin, the Goſ- 
pel informs us, that our Saviour 
mall be our Jud ge.. And what more 
could mortal man deſire, than to 
Rand at As bar, who has borne the 
nature and Infirmities of Mankind ? 
Who, having been himſelf © tempt- 
ed, in all points, like as we are, can 
have: compaſſion on the ignorant, 
and on them that have been- out of 
the way p F Too ſurely was he 
S342 © acquainted 


a Rom: vi. 1. '+ Heb. iv. 15 


* 
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acquainted with the wickedneſs of 
men; he ſaw and wept over their 
fins ; he felt the Iron enter into his 
Soul. Weill he hen judge us, as if 
we had been Angels? No: he will 
eonſider us as finful men, and ae- 
cept a ſincere repentance, inſtead of 
=: Wu er obedience. 
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Still Garcher übers gen has 
th Poe Sinner to look forward ill 
to the laſt Tud gment, when he con» it! 
ſiders, pe) his udp e is the ſame in 
divine perſon, W 1016 Love for man- 
kind brought him down from Hea- 
ven to redeem them. He it was 
that © bore our ſins and carried dur 
ſorrows”; * that ſuffered a thouſand 
indignities, a thouſand pains” and 
troubles in the proſecution of his 
benevolent office ; that was crucified - 
between two thieves. He too it was, ; 
that came to open the blind Eyes, 
to rid out the priſoners from the 
M2 * 


II. li. 4. 
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_ priſon, and them that fit in darkneſs 
out of the proſon-houſe. * And 
- ſhall not he whoſe mercy you ex- 
perience in the dungeon, inſpire 
you with comfort and conſolation, 
when he comes to be your Judge? 
It is not his nature to deftro , but to 
ae then look up to him, put 
your truſt in him, and he will bring 
it to paſs.” T — © Behold, he cometh 
with clouds and every Eye ſhall ſee 
him, and they alſo which pierced 
him, and all kindreds of the Earth 
mall wail becauſe of him. And the 
Kings of the Earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the 
.chief captains, and the mighty men, 
andevery bond-man andevery free- 
man, hid themſelves in the dens and 
in the rocks of the mountains; and 
ſaid to the mountains and rocks, 
Fall on. us and hide us from the face 
of him that ſitteth on the throne and 
from the wrath of the Lamb; 95 
— te 


4 * 
* 8 1 Ef * * 1 4 
8. 8 4 


II. xlii. 7. + PF, xxxvii. 5. 


* j 
aA SE 
EN 
4 
\\ . 
7 ©” 74 
by "= 
145 I 
8 
WIR 
\ : 423 
” Is 
1 
Ld * 
| bot 
* . 
I 49 
4&8 
=” CE 
2 
N 0 
* $434 
ts e 35 
3 . 
1 
3 
THEM 
7.0 
* I p 
1 7 
= 
3K * 
3 
x. 
0 ul 4 
ELF 
475 
"$9 
= 4 
AJ5 1 
N 
= 
"Þ * 
14 
yo 
J % 
7% „ 
* 
=. 
FEB 
57% A 
7 , 
th. 
. 
01 
©4 
# * 
(4 tt 
. 
1+ 
* . 
*-F 
LS 
> 
. ” 
* * 
A . 
2 
7 4 f 
1 t * 
„ 
1 
< FF 
Th 
1 
* q | 
 * 
E 
* bo 
4 i 
Eine 
1 
o * 7 
3 
3 
. 
0 
„. 
' 1 
*}- 
i 
Pp ( 
. 
8 
. 
4 F 
$ 
. 
51 
2 
4.4 b 
"2K 
I 
— 
N 
73 
. £ * 
#7? 2, N 
5 
«IJ 
- 4 £ 
3 
_ 
1 
* 17 
{4% ys 8 
"7 k 
8 
1 
1 « 
* 
MN 
43 
1 
_ 
* " 
% E _ 
7 5 
932 
N 
[ » 
3 
R 
Po . 
XY 
N 5 
L F 7 
[ vi 
4s 
** — 
i 
<# 
29 
* 
. 
=. 
* 7 
94 
J 
54 
5 
in 
. 
- 
N 
1 
— os 
-B 
< :-* 
4 'S 
. 
£ 
1 
57 
4 
1 
+ & 
ty 
77 . 
E Y 
5 I "> 
"i 
* . 
44 
1 
. 
; 17 
nn 
' BS 
- =s 
{35 
* * 


n n. 
. + ERS + 

D res IA a 

8 r 


on the laſt Judgment. 125 


the great day of his wrath is come, 


and who ſhall be able to ſtand ? ; 


And I heard a great voice out of 
Heaven, ſaying, Behold the taber- 
nacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they ſhall 
be his people, and God himſelf 


{hall be with them and be their God. | 


God {hall wipe away all tears from 
their Eyes, and there ſhall be no 
more death, neither ſorrow nor cry- 


ing, neither ſhall there be any more 


ain, But the feartul and unbe- 


teving, and the abominable, and 


murderers, and whore-mongers, and 
all Lyars ſhall have their part in 
the Lake, which burneth with fire 
and brimſtone. ““ en 


Theſe, and the like deſcriptions 


in holy Scripture, point out in very 


lively colours that great and terrt- 
bie day of the Lord. So penetrating 
are the words, and fo ſolemn the 


M3 Ideas 


*Rev. 1. 7. ch. U. 2 5, 16, 17. ch. xx. 3, 4, 8. 
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Ideas excited by them, that no one 
who imagines he ſhall bear any part 
in that awful Scene, can hear them 
unmoved. . You, who are here wait- 
| ing the Sentence of an earthly 
„ Judge, or are ſeparated from the 
dDdDociety of mankind for offences 
committed againſt it, cannot but 
feel yourſelves particularly affected 
at the conſideration of the laſt Judg- 
ment, You cannot be fo abandon- 
ed, fo loſt to all ferious thought as 
to imagine the day of univerſal re- 
compenſe a fable, that religion is 
intended only to frighten the minds 
of the weak, and that Vice and Vir- 
tue are of equal ſignificgtion. Your | 
Conſcience, when you attend to it, 
gives a different Evidence, and, in 
{pite of every Effort to calm its tur- 
bulence, you are obliged to make 
this confeſſion with the Pſalmiſt 
« yerily there is a reward for the 
righteous, doubtleſs there is a God 
that Judgeth in the Earth,” F 
TEES... When 


1 Pl. leni. x26 
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When we conſider too, for what 
ve ſhall be judged in the laſt day, 
ſuch an Impretfion ſurely ſhall be 
left upon our minds, that we ſhall 
* flee from fin, as from the face of 
a ſerpent.” * The firſt object of 
divine cognizance will be our 
thoughts. When David was about 
to relign his ſpirit to the God that 
gave it, and his Kingdom to Solo- 
mon his Son, theſe are the words 
he uſes—©* And thou, Solomon my 
Son, know thou the God of th 
father, and ſerve him with a perſett 
mind: for the Lord ſearcheth all 
hearts, and underſtandeth all the 
Imaginations of the thoughts. If 
thou ſeek him he will be found of 
thee; but if thou forſake him, he 
will caſt” thee off for ever.“ It 
may be ſaid, if the thoughts be fo 
teverely the objects of divine ſeru- 
tiny, what fleſh can be ſaved?! © But 
who art thou, O man, that replieſt 
| | againſt 
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againſt. God? + © Conſider the 


thoughts, as the fountains from 
whence Evil of every kind proceeds, 
and then thy haſty cenſure will be 
done away. For out of the heart, 
ſays our bleſſed Lord, proceed 
- murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies.“ | 
It is not the tranſient Idea of the 
moment, an Idea which riſes in the 
mind and then vaniſhes for ever, 
that mult be thus guarded againſt, 
but an evil thought cheriſhed and 
dwelt upon till it bring forth a dan- 
gerous Fat. It is a plot, as too 
many of you can witnels, long har- 
boured in the mind till time and 
opportunity mature it. Such, even 
ourſelves being judges, deſerve as 
ſevere apuniſhment as many actual 
offences. Of crimes of this nature, 
an earthly tribunal can take no cog- 
 nizance, n knows them not. 
God only, who is a diſcerner of the 
. _ thoughts, 


| lt Rom. ix. 20. 2 + Mat, xv. "Ps 
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thoughts, can for theſe make ample 
retribution. In the diſtinction, 
however, of crimes and the propor- 
tion of puniſhments, an earthly 


court always makes Enquiries con- 
r- the Intention with which 


any offence is committed. In this 
it follows the beſt of all judicatures, 

the ſolemn proceeding of the God 
of all the Earth. But in this it may 
often err. So intricate are che paths 
ol the wicked, in ſo many mazes are 


all their actions involved, that it re- 


quires the ſharp and penetrating 
Eye of Heaven, to diſcover all the 


intentions of their hearts. To that 


bar, therefore, I muſt leave the re- 
ward of the good, as well as the ſen- 
tence of the bad: for, as an evil 


Intention, not fulfilled, renders the 


Sinner obnoxious to puniſhment; 
lo a diſpoſition to good recom- 
mends the virtuous man to the 
favour of God, and entitles him to 
the rewards of the bleſſed. f 
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Ihe next object of divine ſeruti- 
ny, in the day of Jadgment, will be 
our words. I lay unto you that 
every idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, 
they ſhall give account thereof in 
the day of Judgment.” F Impoſſi 
ble would it be for me to enumerate 
all the expreſſions that may be called. 
Aale words, for which we {hall be 
 Juſified or condemned. There are 
lome, however, ſufficiently obvious 
to every underſtanding. Thoſe 
blaſphemous Expreſſions whereby 
we oftend God, and thoſe wicked 
words, by which we deceive. and 
injure our neighbour, are ſurely 
deſerving of the ſevereſt puniſhment. 
When that name which is great, 
wonderful, and holy, is profaned by 
cur/ing' and ſtucaring, when: the 
Lord of all the Earth is called upon, 
to be a witneſs to Scenes of riot and 
debauchery, can we ſhew a greater 
comempt for aim, or more ſurely 
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draw down divine vengeance upon 
ourſelves? What leſs than actual 
offences, do they commit, who ſlan- 
der and defame their neighbours, 
who are guilty of Lying, and bear- 
ing falſe-witneſs, who corrupt them- 
ſelves, and others, by filthy talking 
and jeſting, or who, by arguments 
of ſubtilty and deceit, endeavour to 
baniſh: out of the world all belief of 
a future ſtate, and of a day of final 
Juſtice? In the courſe of thoſe 
crimes, which have driven you into 
this confinement, how many idle 
words have you had occaſion to 
pPronounce? How much have they 
ſurthered your progreſs in Iniquity ? 
How greatly have they aggravated 
your Guilt? To bear fal/e-witneſs 
againſt your neighbour, in order to 
ſucceed in your Schemes of wicked- 
neſs, or to proteftyourlelves from 
preſent puniſhimeny, you have con- 
ſidered às ſelf-defence, arid thus, 
(without repentance) have ruined 
your own Souls, by neglecting to 
rt 
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to keep the door of your lips. 


In the laſt place, to every man 
that believes in a future day of 
account, it will be evident, that his 
ations will pals in review before 
his God; and that © God will bring 
every work into Judgment, with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be 
good or whether it be evil.“ T What 
then, my brethren, will be your 
condition, when you ſtand before 
the Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, if ye 
leave this world with all your un- 
repented Sins, and ruſh into the di- 
vine preſence, neither relying on 
the merits of a benevolent Saviour, 
nor offering one prayer to avert the 
rigor of uplifted vengeance? In 
this ſcrutiny, every ation mult be 
accounted for, every deed uncover- 
ed., With,whagrconfuſion; will all 
 thofe "appear;Fvhoſe condutt will 
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not bear the penetrating Eye, who 
have ated with Hypocriſy towards 
men, with a dangerous and a'daring 
| Readineſs againſt Heaven? Have 
any of you committed crimes/under 
the ſhadow of the night, or in the 
gloom of retirement ? Have. you 


abuſed the confidence of a kind pa- 


rent, or an 1 Maſter ? 


Have you privately ſeduced unſuſ- 


pecting Innocence, or ruined the 
wife or daughter of your friend? 


Have you with diſſipated minds, 


and unſanctified hearts, given a looſe 


to an unbounded ſenſuality, and 


wallowed in unlawful pleaſures? 
Let me further enquire, have you 
thb wn off the reſtraints of religion, 


the Laws of Self Government; and 


do you think yourſelves entitled to 


offend, wherever an opportunity 


permits? Have you entered the 


dwelling of your neighbour, and 
deprived him of the well. earned re- 
ward of many a laborious day ? 
Have you publickly attacked the 

„„ weary 
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: weary, traveller, and left him Aegi 


tute of every comfort, wounded and 
bleeding by the way-ſide? Have 
you- horrible to enquire have you 


by cool deliberate malice, or in a 
whirlwind of impetuous paſſion, de- 
prived another of that life which 
God gave him as a bleſſing )- Oh! 


that you could indeed plead not 
guilty to theſe charges, that in the 


day of univerſal account you might 
ſtand upon a true foundation before 
the Throne of Grace ! 5 


To thoſe {ins which you have 
aftually committed, muſt be adged 
thoſe good deeds which you he 
— 67 perform ;. or, in other 
words, the Sins of Omillion,  Ac- 
cording to your ſeveral Stars and 
opportunities of information, will 


theſe offences be eſtimated. © Unto 


whom much is given, of them much 


will be required.“ If, inſtead of 


* Luke xii. 48. 
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uſing: your Abilities; either the En- 
dow ments of your mind or temporal 
wealth, to good purpoſes, you ſuffer 
them to remain unemployed, you 
will not be held unreproved in the 
day of the Lord. Are you a Maſ- 
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Here let me pauſe, my unhappy 

rethren ; and before I take my 
leave of you, let me exhort yon 
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again and again, by the tender mer- 
cies of your Saviour, to ſeize this 
moment, which is given you for re- 
pentance. I have called the laſt 
Judgment before your Eyes, let it 
operate upon you with that Zeal for 
God's Glory, that earneſt deſire for 
our on Salvation, which ſo ſo- 
mn a ſubject cannot fail to inſpire, 
Foo long have you wandered in a 
world of wickedneſs, till you have 
brought yourſelves into a ſituation, 
| melancholy and miſerable. Uſe 


then the opportunity of raiſing your 
Soul from the very verge of deſpair; 
and lay hold, faſt hold on the pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel. Meditate, in 
this Vale of Sorrow and Captivity, 
on the glorious liberty of the Sons of 
God.“ With Paul and Silas, thoſe 
3 for N 0 cauſe, pe 
mianig t, in t E LOCKS, |. ray, and 
on the. deliyerance he hath, given 
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On the laſt Judgment. 137 
your Souls, by bringing you, by 
whatever paths of puniſhment or 

diiſtreſs, to the knowledge of your 

own hearts. From the midſt of theſe 
bars and fetters, from this drear 
Scene of tears and darkneſs, look 

forward to the laſt Judgment: en- 
dea vour to fecure an intereſt in the 
breaſt of a kind and merciful Judge, 
and then, like the Shades of the 
Evening or. Viſions” of the night, 
every gloomy and diſeonſolate 
proſpect will vaniſh at the riſing of 

the Sun of righteouſneſs. 5 


Fear not them that kill the body, 
and after that have no more that they 
can do, but I will tell you whom you 
all fear, fear him, which, after lie 
_hath killed, hath power to caſt into 
Hell ; yea, 1/ay unto you, 7 5 m. 
— Welt may that man feel the Ex- 
tremity of puniſhment, whoſe Life 

has been a complication of wicked- 
nefs, and whoſe Death meets him in 
priſon. Well may he fear, who 
9 7 NR des 
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who has ſo much reaſon to be afraid. 
It is not wonderful, that his mind 


ſhould be oppreſſed with melancholy 


thoughts, that time ſhould be un- 
eaſy to him, and the apprehenſion 
ol Eternity, dreadful. But let not 
this fear, however naturally it may 


ariſe from your evil deeds, fo far 
diſtreſs or deject your Spirits, as to 


deprive you of the power of repent- 


ing. Remember, that the fear which 
every penitent Chriſtian ſhould pol- 


ſeſs, is a fear - working by love. It 
ſhould ſhew itſelf by acts of Prayer 
and Praiſe to God, of meekneſs and 
Benevolenceto our fellow Creatures. 
It ſhould incorporate itſelf with 
every tranſaction of life, and induce 
you, as far as you now have it in 
your powers, to © render toall their 
due, tribute. to whom tribute 1s due, 
fear to whom fear, honor to whom 
honor.” * This principle will give 


new life to, all your endeavours; 
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will change the habits of your 
minds and from children of plun- 
der and rapine, men of whom 
the world was juſtly afraid, you 
will become characters of decen- 
cy and reſpect, and be as much 
the objects of affection and e- 
ſteem, as you were before of ab- 
horrence and contempt, 


WhenReligion and good manners 
are thus formed in your Souls, you 
will increaſe - daily in Happineſs. 
Fou will - behold; with fervent 
affection, the. Saviour that be- 
came your propitiation with the 
father, and will love him with 
all your hearts, with all your 
al. with all your minds and 
with all your ſtrength. For, you 
will ſay, I was an hungered and 
he gave me meat; both ſpiritual 
and temporal Suſtenance; I was 
thirſty, and he gave me drink ; 
{ was & ſtranger, and he took me 
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PREFACE. 


4 HEN our: Lord ſaid un- 
to the troelve, will ye 
ales 0 away? Simon Peter an- 
feed, lum, Lord to room ſhall 
we go? thou haſt the words of 
eternal e. In like manner, 
to whom ſhall the afflicted 
priſoner apply, but to him 
that bringethi out the priſoners 
from the priſon, and them that 
fit in darkneſs out of the prifon- 
houſe ?—Happy may that pri- 
loner be eſteemed, who 1sthus 

deſirous of employing the 

hours of his captivity. To 
aſſiſt him in pouring out his 
Soul to the God of his Salva- 

tion, the following Prayers | 
have 


* Preface. 
ive been ſelected. If the 


form of prayer for priſoners 
an ſolitarpconfinement ſhould 
be thought too long, it may 
be anfwered, that of all men 
they certainly have the great- 
eſt leiſure for devotion. And 
if their reformation be the 
object of their confinement, 
it cannot be wrong, to induce 
them to dwell fo. long upon 
a train of religious reflections, 
as to acquire a reliſh for 
prayer, and a more fervent 
Love for that God, whom 
they have offended. When 
the priſoner becomes ſenſible 
of his Situation he will con- 
ſider the length of his devo- 
tions as a comfort to him. 
5 Such 


Preface — 


Such an Employment will 
paſs away the hours of his 
confinement with greaterplea- 
ſure and profit, and will ſooth 
his preſent Afflictions by 
ping” his azur proſpects. 


ln ili ohn the Gate 
of a Priſon on a ſtormy Win- 
ter night, my ears were ſalu- 
ted by the clanking of chains, 
the oaths and blaſphemies of 
the. priſoners. They were 
— g about, and leaping, 
in Tcell, where they were 
confined together, to counter- 
act the rigour of the cold. 
This circumſtance threw me 
into a train of reflections ; 
and 1 could not e regret- 

| O ting, 


©» 


Preſac ce. 


„that both their: bodies 
— 4 their Souls were not 
greater objects of attention. 
The excellent Mr. Howard 8 
regulations at that moment 
darted full upon my mind; 
and I could not but compare 
the diſorderly behaviour of 
this promiſcuous ſociety, with 
what would have been the 
caſe, had they been decently 
accommodated in ſeparate 
-roqmns 'of confinement. 


. That this ode of punt | 
ment may be adopted - 
preference to all others, - 
the ſincere wiſh of many con- 
 Hiderate perſons. | It is not 
the os ka of ft true re policy, any 
more 


. 


Pr. eface. 


more than 'of true religion, to 
_ off from Society the diſ- 

tempered branches. Ofgreat- 
_ er benefit is it to reduce them 

to order by proper applicati- 
ons, to recover them from 
their unhappy ſituation, to 
inſtill good principles into 


their minds, to make them 


uſeful members of the State, 
and true e of their 
Saviour. | 


Ie Gece recommended. 'by 
Queen Anne to the houſe of 
convocation, to prepare a 
Form of Prayer for the viſita- 
tion of priſoners, and particu 
larly! condemned perſons. 
Fs it is needleſs to fay, was 
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Preface. 

not complied with. But if 
Mr. "Howard's: plan for the 
_ reformation ofpriſoners meets 
with the Encouragement it 
deſerves, it ſeems ' probable, 
that the preſent very reſpect- 
able members of convocation 
will not be the laſt to pro 
mote lo falutary an Underta 
king. A form for this pur- 
pole, was about that time 
_ compoſed by a Synod of the 
Church of Ireland, and has 
been lately adopted by the 
proteſtant epiſcopal church 
of America. It would have 

been added in this ſelection, 
but that it muſt be already in 
the hands of moſt of the _=_— 


lain of Goals, as it is to be 


| Preface. 


: og 110” Rollell's Priſoner's 
Director. 


The 15855 Biſhop Wilſon 

was more than once intereſted - 
for ſome condemned perſons 
ol his dioceſe. No apology, 
but to the writer of his life, 
will be neceſſary for inſerting 
his exhortations and prayers 
upon theſe occaſions. And 
as all his Labours tended to 
the general benefit of man- 
kind, it will be no unpleaſing 
light to behold him enter the 

nebel priſon, to bind up 
the broken-hearted, to proctain 
92054 to the captwves. | 
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Proper 125 ns he the falling Form * prayer 
Firſt © 
Lefſon. 


Second 
Leſſon. 
John 15 

16, 
2 
| 18. 
19. 
21. 
Acts 5 
41 
16. 
24. 
Rom. i 2.1 
| 6. 
k 7-1 
| 12. 
1 Cor. 5 
31]. Fs. 
12 cor. 4. 
6. 
1 
Eh. 4 
; vu op 4] 
{Cob 3 
[| Theſſ. 4. 
5. 
18 Tim. Tj 
Heb. 11. 
| | 12+ 
Jam. #4 
F Fet. 3. 
| I John 2 © 
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A FORM of PRAYER 
For PRISONERS. 
SOLITARY XN CONFINEMENT. 


BT | . 


— 


15 Read . we meditate 


upon, the Aren e 4 


Scripture. 


1 is appointed unto all men once 
A to die: but after this the Judg- 
ment. Heb. ix. 27. 


The night cometh when n no man 


can work. John i ix. 4 
All that are in 5 Graves mall 
bear his Voice and come forth; they 
| that have done good unto the reſur- 
rection of Life, and they that have 
done evil unto the reſurrection of 
damnation. John v. 28. | 
| Whoever ſhall call on the name of 
the Lord ſhall be ſaved. As ii. 21. 
Come unto me all ye A 
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and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn of me; for Tath meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye ſhall 

find reſt unto your Souls. For my 
oke is eaſy and my burthen is 

ight. Mat. xi. 28, 29, 90. 

If any man fin, we have an Ke 
cate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
we xighteous, and he is the propi- 
tiation for our Sins. 1 bend 1 0 2. 


/ 


18e — 


I |  Praye: er. | 


02 God! 3 thele' euch is 
ſeriouſly upon my heart, __ 
this hour a; be unto me the 

zinning of a new life. Grant 1 
- this Solitude and Confinement may 
recall my Soul from Vanity, bring 
me to a true Senſe of my preſent 
Situation, and through this merits 
of my Saviour, promote the work 
ol my Salvation. Give me at this 
time ſuch attention of mind, and 
ron of devotion, that I may 


perform 


for | Priſoners. N. 153 


perform an acceptable Sacrifice in 
thy ſight through the ſame Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Whoſoconfeſſech and forſaketh his 


been guilty of, Have mercy upon 
me, have mercy upon me, moſt 
mercitul father, who deſtreſt not the 
death of a Sinner; for thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt's fake forgive me all 
that is paſt. And, O bleſfed Ad- 
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vocate, who art able to ſave them 
for ever, who come unto God by 


4 


midſt of my days, and, by this con- 
finement and temporal puniſhment, 
hath recalled me to a ſenſe of my 
Iniquities. Oh! let me now look 
upon them with abhorrence let me 
recolleſt them only to deteſt them 
and let my heart be now fixed; 
where true joys are only to be found. 
It is not this bodily conſtraint, it is 
not an expectation of further pains 
and penalties, that induce me thus 
to cry out for help: it is a thorough 
cofiviction of my ſins, and unfeign- 
ed contrition for them, that now 
operate on my Soul. Oh! let the 
forrowſul ſighing of me, an afflicted 
Priſoner, come before thee! Hear 
my groaning from the depths of the 
dungeon, and relieve the weight 
which now preſſes} upon my heart. 
Accept this confeſſion of my fin, 
and through the all ſufficient merits 
of my Saviour, blot out my tranſ- 
greſſions. By the Influence of thy 
„ ſo diſpoſe and correct 
my Inclinations, that when relieved 
SN from 
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from my preſent afflictions, and 
once more mixing with the ſociety 
of my fellow creatures (if ſuch {hall 
be thy good pleaſure): I may lead 
a lile 3 the true Chriſtian pattern, 
and, both by precept and Example, 
endeavour. to follow the ſteps of 


thy bleſſed Son, who walked amongſt 


men, without partaking of their 


ſins. Grant this O merciful father, 


ior Jeſuas cared 8 e Amen. 8 


s 13 * 14 


1 ee te tl 6 Yo proper to to Free 
and refleft on that particular 
crime, which hath occaftoned Your 


be N ee 
1 Prayer, * ugh 


"3+ 2 


© God; the fountain of mercy, 


who didſt ſend thy Son into 
the world to call Sinners to repent- | 
ance; and who haſt affured us, that 
chere is oF ar hs in Heaven over one 


Sinner 


= - * 
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ry . — 1 2 5 . 
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Ut * ZBimop Wilſon, | 


% 


— 


jor Menn. Wh © 
Sinner that repenteth; look down 1 
with an Eye of pity upon me thy 
Servant, who have gone aſtray from 
thy commandments. Give me a 
clear ſight of my fin, and a deep 
ſenſe of thy wrath againſt impeni- 
tent Sinners; that ſeeing my dan- 
ger I may patiently ſubmit to godly 
diſcipline, and to all the difficulties 
of true repentance. And grant, O 
God, that I may not deceive myſelf 
by a counterfeit repentance, but 
that this my humble confeſſion may 
produce a real change of heart and 
amendment of hte; that I may ut- 
terly renounce and forſake all evil 
ways : break off all evil habits; and 
being ever mindful of my Infirmi- 
ties, may be more careful of myſelf 
and more earneſt for Grace for the 
time to come; working out my 
Salvation with fear and trembling. 
chro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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Lord, I beſeech thee, abſolve 
me yg 5 uy my offences; that 
. through thy. bountiful Goodneſs, I 
may be delivered ſrom the bands of 
thoſe ſins, which. by my frailty I 
have committed. Grant this, O 
heavenly father, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
* our bleſſed Lord and SAVIOUr. 


5 C Read one or: more oft the ban 
HVenitential Halns, 


Plalm. 6. 32. 38. 51. 102. 190. 143 


1 Many of the Pſalms will be Found 
_ particularly applicable to the fitu- 
ations of perſons under confine- - 
ment, and therefore it will be pro- 
1 to read hem all 7 n e 

5 order. DE I OE IT'S . 


1 Read the . Laßt ſon. et the 
Fae 8 NN e, 5 55 
l After 


2 Collect for 24th. Sunday after Trinity, | 


for Phiſ oners. 1 59 


oY After the fit Laſon Hay, "oy 


) LESSED Lordwhohaſtcauſed 

all holy Scriptures to be writ- 

ten for our learning; grant that we 
may in ſuch wile hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt 

them, that by patience and comfort 

of thy holy word, we may embrace 

and ever hold faſt the bleſſed hope 

of everlaſting life which thou haſt | 
given us in our Saviour Jeſus 


* Amen. 1031 E232 
| WY 
1 Read the am Leſon as beforts 
| Then Jay— . | 


4 . LMIGHTY God, who haſt 
IX given thine only Son to be 
unto us both a Sacrifice for Sin and 
alſo an Enſample of godly life; give 
us grace that we may always moſt 
thankfully receive that his ineſtima- 
ble benefit, ABA alſo daily endeavour 


2 6 


Collect for Second Sunday in Ad vent. 
WS Collect for Second Sunday after Eaſter. 
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| ourſelyes to follow the bleſſed ſteps 
of his moſt holy life, through the 
fame Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


The Lord he with me; and cauſe 
me more earneſtly to offer my 


Prayers and Supplications. 


Lord have mercy upon me. 
Chriſt have mercy upon me. 
Lord have mercy upon me. 


UR Father which art in Hea- 
ven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy vill be 
done in Earth, as it is in Heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 
.and forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil; for thine 

is the kingdom, and the Power, and 

- theGlory, forever and ever. | Amen. 


555 O Lord ſave thy Servant, 


Who putteth his truſt in thee: 
ee e ee eee e 
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Send unto him help from above, 
And evermore mightily defend 
Help me, O God our Saviour; 
And for the glory of thy name 
deliver me; be merciful to me, a 
Sinner, for thy name's ſake. | 
O Lord hear the prayers of the 
e eee eee OTH" 
And let their cry come unto thee, 


JA Prayer to beuſed in the morning. 


O He God, under whoſe 
ving all the Children of men 
have reſt, I return unto thee the 

_ , fincereſt tribute of thanks for the 
refreſhment which thou haſt afford- 
ed me the night - paſt. Miſerable 
though I am on account of my fins, 
and unhappy in having offended 

: thee, yet thou diſdaineſt not to give 

peace to the penitent heart, and to 
cloſe the wakeful Eyes with Slum 
bers. Or, if alarmed by my Iniqui- 
ties I have lain reſtleſs upon my 
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bed, with the anxiety of thoſe that 
watch for the morning, ſtill thy 
e my guide, and did 
lanctify the words of my mouth, 
and the meditations of my heart. 
O grant that che Influence of thy 
holy Spirit may reſt upon me, not 
only during the enſuing day, but 
for the remainder of my life; that 
when death comes, I may lay me 
down in peace, may reſt in hope, 
and riſe in Glory. All this I beg 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, Amen. 


4 3 : 1 £6 45 a id os . ; 8 . 4 ; 4 
1 4 Prayer tobe ufed in the evening, 
8 1 33 1 «#4 TY | . | 


3 A Father of mercies, who didſt 
I viſit thy faithful Servants in 

the dungeon, how ſhall I look up 
to thee and pray for thy. protection 

who have fo often and ſo grievouſly 

* offended thee. The puniſhment of 

my Sins hath at laſt overtaken me; 


- and theſe chains, and this place of 


ſolitude and horror, very forciblyß 
impreſs them on my mind. Let 
RR. | the 


8 / 


for Priſoners. 1 1 
the impreſſion be ſo ſtrong as to 
make me utterly deteſt them, and, 


before Ilay my head upon my pil- 
low, reſolve never to repeat them. 
How can I expect the refreſhment 


ol Sleep, if I do not endeavour to 
make my peace with thee, my God? 
And how can I more acceptabl: 
3 this 'neceſfary Service, than 

by relying on the merits, and truſt- 
ing to the mediation of my Saviour. 
Grant, O God, this my earneſt re- 
queſt: purify my Soul from all 
guilt and pollution, and ſpeak peace 
to a heart pierced with many ſor- 


rows, grieved and wearied with a 


multitude of Sins. Let me lie 
down to fleep truſting in thy mer- 
cies: keep me from the dangers of 
the night; and when thou art plea- 
ſed to take me out of this world, 
take me to thyſelf, and give me ſuch 
à degree of Happinefs, as I can 


only be entitled to thro' the ſatis- 
| fag; 


on of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. AT | 


. 4 


— 


O God 
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* God who ſeeſt all our weak- 
ngneſſes, and the troubles we 
labour under, have regard unto the 
prayers of thy Servant, who ſtands 
in need of thy comfort, thy direction 
and thy help. Grant that I may 
ſuffer like a Chriſtian, not grieve 
like an unbehever ;— that I may 
receive troubles as a pumiſhment 
due to my paſt offences as an ex- 
erciſe of my ſauh, patience and hu- 
mility—and as a trial of my obedi- 
ence and that I may improve all 
my afflictions to the good of my 
Soul and thy Glory. Thou alone 
knoweſt what is beſt for us; let me 
never diſpute thy wildom or thy 
Goodneſs. Direct my reaſon, ſub. 
due my. paſſions, put a {top to my 
.roving thoughts and fears, and let 
me have the comfort of thy promiſe 
and of thy protection, both now 
tand ever, for Jeſus Chriſt's. ſake. 
J 100 
7 0 ts 9 $ Th | 


„ Biſhop Wilſon, a 
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L In this place the Litany which 


© followeth this form of prayer 
ity > > Ep 


4 A Prayer for reſignation. » 4 


PORTIFVY my Soul, - bleſſed 

4 Jeſus, with the fame Spirit of 
Submiſſion with which thou under- 
wenteſt the death of the croſs, that 
I may, receive all Events with re- 
ſignation to the Will of God; that 
I, may receive troubles, afflictions, 
impriſonments, :,. diſappointments, 
ſickneſs, . and death itſelf, without 
amazement; theſe being the ap- 
pointment of thy Juſtice, for the 
puniſhment of ſin; and of thy mer- 
cy, for the Salvation of Sinners, 
Let this be the conſtant practice of 
my life, to be pleaſed with all thy 
choices, that when fickneſs and 
death approach, I may be prepared 

to ſubmit my will to the will of my 


» Biſhop Wilſon. 
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Maker. And, 0 that in the mean 
time, my heart may ga along with 
my lips in this at wall be 
done. 3 ' 
0 — Pg "a a 
\fins haſt removed me from t 
ſociety. of the world, and bs me 
in this folitude; grant that 1 may 
uſe this confinement in ſuch a mar- 
ner, as that it may conduce to the 
ſaving of my Soul! I am now ſen- 
ſible that I was undeſerving of the 

ſtation Which 1 poſſeſſed among my 

fellow creatures, and therefore 

am reſigned ts my Pele BitariGh. 
Vet, O Thou; WhO art good to all 
be merciful to me, and reftore me 
to tliat liberty, Which tho giveſt to 
all men as a Meſſing, For ever 
after will The' thapkfal for it, and 
by thy Grace uſe it only in promo- 
ting the. Happineſs -of others; and 
fulſilling, in the beſt manner T am 
able, the ſeveral duties of life. Hear | 
my aper. O God of all comfort, 
ftv. 1 71 gon 5 from 


for Priſoners. : by 


from this melancholy place, and ac- 


cept the ſincerity of my heart for 
| Je us Chriſt 8 ſake. 


May. the holy Spitit of Gains 
continue to direct me; may the re- 
collection of my Saviour's Love 
ſpeak. peace to my Soul; and may 
the bleſſing of God Almighty: be 
with me now and for ever. Amen. 


4 A LITANY. 


2 may be occafionally added to the 
avove form . e or e 7 
I . To 


2 


O God, the Fake? G „ AR ha 
have mercy upon me, keep 
and defend we. --- 
0 God the Son, Redeemer of 


the world, —have mercy FP me, 
laye; and deliver me. 


ag. „ o Go 
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God . holy. Ghoſt — - have 
mercy upon me, nes TG and ; 
comfort me. 

Remember not, Lord, mine of- 
fences, nor the offences of my fore- 
fathers; neither take thou venge- 
ance of our fins : ſpare us, good 
Lord, ſpare thy people, whom thou 


haſt redeemed with thy moſt preci- 


ous blood, and be not angry With 
us for ever. | 


From thy wrath and heavy indi: 
nation; from the guilt and burthen 
of my fins ; from the dreadful ſen · 


tence of the laſt Judgment; 
Good Lord, deliver me. 177. 
From the ſting and terrors of 


; 8 from impatience diſ- 


truſt or diſpair from extremity. of 
fickneſs and pain, which may with- 


draw my mind from thee, my God; 


from the ſeverities and nere of 
impriſonment ; 


Good Lord, delier me. 
From the bitter pangs of eternal 


Death; eme 2 Can of Hell; 


"77 © rn, from 
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from the Powers of darkneſs; and 
from the illuſions of Satan; 
Good Lord, deliver me. 
From all dangers and diſtreſs of 
mind; from all dangers and diſtreſs 
of body; from all terrors and tor- 


ments; from all pains and puniſh- 


ments, both of the body and the 
_ Sonby „ 
Good Lord, deliver me. 
By thy manifold and great mer- 
cies; by thy manifold and great 
merits; by thine agony and blood 
ſweat; by thy bitter croſs and paſ- 
ſion; by thy glorious reſurrection 
and aſcenſion; by thy moſt accept- 
able interceſſion; and by the Graces 
of the holy Ghoſtt 
. ___ Good Lord, deliver me. 
For the Glory of thy name; for 
thy loving mercy and truth's ſake ; 
Good Lord, deliver me. | 
In my laſt and greateſt need; in 
the hour of death; and in the day 
of Judgment; Wen | 
_ GooWord, deliver me. 
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che . A _ and, vanity of : 
life, I have commuted againſt: thee; 

Lay not to my charge, what: by 
an angry or revengeſul ſpirit, by 


voain, and idle, and profane words, 
by curſing and ſwearing, or by 


bearing falſe witneſs, Thave com- 


mitted againſt the. 


Lay not to my charge, — par- 


A offences which: have occa- 
ſioned my en lol 


confine- 
ment; 
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ment; and of which at this moment 
I ſincerely ö 

Make me partaker of all thy mer- 
hes: andipromfes in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Vouchſafe my Soul a place f 


reſt in the paradiſe of God, with all 
thy bleſſed Saints and ſincere pent- 


tents, and grant my body a part n 


che bleffed refurrektion. 
For all theſe my wants and wiſhes, 
and for thoſe chin igs, Which I en 
not how to pray for as I ought, 
Abeſeech thee ee me, good 
de... 
Oord God, Lamb of God, that 


ele, the Sins of che world ; | 


Have mercy upon me. 


Then that taleeſt away the Sin 


: ofthe world {© 

SBrant me thy peace. 

RG chat ſitteſt at the right 

hand of God, | .” 
Have mbrgy upen me. 


Have mercy upon me and med 


| 197 prayer; even the prayer which 
thou haft taught me {= — 


1 Our 
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192 A Form of Prayer 
Our father which art in Heaven, &c. 


O Lord deal not with me after 
my ſins; neither reward me aſter 


mine iniquities. . 


Cod, merciful Father, that 
S deſpiſeſt not the ſighing of a 
contrite heart, nor the deſires of 
ſuch as be ſorrowful: mercifully 
aſſiſt my prayers which I make be- 
fore thee at ſuch times eſpecially 
as the preſent, when I am preparing 
my Soul for its removal from this 
world, and earneſtly ſupplicating 
thy pardon for all thoſe offences, 
— — *. brought me into this 
place of Solitude and confinement. 
And, O Lord, graciouſly hear me, 
that thoſe evils, thoſe illuſions and 
aſſaults, which my great Enemy 
workethagainſt me, may be brought 
to nought, and by the providence 
of thy goodneſs they may be diſ- 
perſed; that thy ſervant, being deli - 
vered from all temptations, may 
ä 18 give 


4 —_ — »„— n a _ — S = * E : K a 5 
3 LY - PREP 5 45 * * * n bk * * 1 4-4 ASX — — by * 2 W * * = IS * 7 
JJ d ↄ 0 ed, Leon ter i eos 
: " * * 


Ch 
7 


es a; PR RR 

3 1 F — 1.009 

NE tas Ep ::.. ͤ v 
4 a 


4 if 
as 
1 
. 
A 
* 

: 
By 
A 

Ly 


— 


for Priſoners. 173 
give thanks to thee, with thy holy 
church, to all eternity, Amen. 


1 The following prayers may be 
added to this CET as arab 


na reguirs 59) Fonrh 


5 * 2 5 £ 
85 Moſt gracious God! who, 
cout of thy great Love and 
tender regard for mankind, haſt ſet 
before us Life and Death, Bleſſing 
and Curſing; and haſt endued us 
with a freedom of will, and a liberty 
to chooſe the one, and avoid the 
other; and, to encourage us to make 
a right choice, haſt annexed a pre- 
ent as well as a future reward to 
our obedience to thy Laws, and 
made the ways of religion, ways of 
pleaſantneſs and all its paths to be 
peace: O give me vwiſdom and un- 
ee thee 1 nkb9-y0 longer bo 
carried away by the deceitful plea- 
ſures of this world; but may. ſee, 
ee 0 ON T6495 NS 


| W. Melmoth, Eſq. 
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174 A Form of Prayer 
an d know, and chooſe, the things 
that make for my peace, and where- 
in my true and only 1 Hang doth 
conſiſt. | 

Convince me more and more, 
"wax Sin is the greateſt of all Evils ; 
that Guilt and Miſery are always 
inſeparable; and that there is no 
_ folid and ſubſtantial Happineſs to 
be attained in this life, but what 
_ reſults from the. teſtimony of a good 
_ conſcience,” and the hopes of thy. 
favor and: 2acceptance. And grant 
mat theſe momentous truths may 
be fo Borg, imprefſed upon m 
mind by my; preſent ſufferings, tha 
Imay 2 5 it Ae ſincere Endeavour 
comp; future Life, to pleaſe and obey 
thee, who art my Sovereign Good 
and Happineſs; the only fure foun- 
dation : alt my hopes, both here 
and hereafter; and in com ariſon 
_ of whoſe favor, all the honors, 
1 and enjoyments ofthis world 
are as nothi | 

9 me, 1 beſeech thee, 1 25 

7 the 


1 hq 
i * 
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the Shame and Anguiſh, the hor- 
ror and contuſion of a guilty con- 
{cience ; and give me that comfort 
and complacency of mind, which 
ariſes from the conſciouſneſs, of 
having been faithful in thy Service, 
and obedient to thy will. And, fince 
thou haſt, been graciouſly pleaſed 
to make thy Service the moſt per- 
fect freedom, and the pradlice of _ 
our duty ſo conduciyve to our. pres 
ſent as well as future well-being z O 
make me ſteadfaſt and immovable 
in the ways of thy laws, and in the 
works of thy commandments; chat, 
having faithfully ſerved thee in this 
life, I may at laſt be found meet to 
be a) pantaker of the Inheritance of 
the Saints in light, through the ſole 
Merits and Interceſſion ol our eter- 
al Advocate and Mediator, Jeſus 
Shkiſt, Amen of hb non 
A Prayer for the diſtreſſed, &c. 
XJ HILE I thus pray! for my- 
* ſelf, luffer me, O gracigus 
N FN „ Sons 
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Lord, to offer up my fervent ſup- 
. plications for ſuch of my fellow 
creatures, as may at this moment be 
in want of thy fatherly protection. 
Have mercy upon all thoſe who 
never pray for themſelves, but with- 
out the Knowledge of thee, my 
God, plunder and perſecute thoſe 
whom thou haſt made. Support 
and comfort the unhappy and diſ- 
treſſed, wherever they nray be found; 
Wipe away their tears, and pour 
balm into their hearts. Relieve all 
that are troubled in mind or con- 
ſcience; all that are in danger of 
falling into deſpair; all that are in 
any dangerous Error : all that, like 
myſelf, are in-prifon and adverſity; 
all that are in Slavery or in Exile; 
all that are perſecuted for righteouſ- 
neſsſ Jake give them 3 to im- 
prove under their ſufferings, and 
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all their afflictions. 1 
Lord, ſanctify the miſeries of this 

Life, and in particular. the puniſh- 

410 1 „ͤœ 


gran chem.an happy. Lias out er 
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ments of thoſe, who have fallen in- 
to the hands of Juſtice for their of- 
fences; ſanctify them, I pray thee, 
to che everlaſting benefit of thoſe 
that ſuffer. Give unto all Sinners 
ſuch a ſenſe of thy diſpleaſure, that 
they may flee from Sin, as from the 
face of a Serpent, and loſe no time 
in regaining thy favor and Salvation. 
Bleſs our gracious Sovereign, 
and all the Magiſtrates of this realm; 
remove from my heart all reſent- 
ment againſt! thoſe, that have 
brought me to this place, or ſen- 
tenced me to this ſolitary Impriſon- 
ment; and make me fenfible, that 
this bodily conſtraint is well calcu- 
lated to bring me to a knowledge of 
myſelf, that I may not be given over 
to everlaſting puniſhment in the 
day of — recompenſ. 
For thus ſtopping me in the midſt 
of my Sins, I bleſs and praiſe thy 
holy name. Grant that I may daily 
be more firmly ſettled in the belief 
of thy holy word, and in that moſt 
iI 


g_—”— 
r 
ors — 


. 4% 2 ASS * 
— . =; 


* Inn 
_ "ow, , 5 
- 1 


Oo Ny Almighty + God; who: looked 


| 
b 
. 


IIs 
* „ 
3 NR 
34 
7 
4 7 
1 
$1 
9 if 
LR ot 
Ty 
. 
3 
, 
* & 
> 
4: þ1 
v5 4 
' 
M1 Y 
bs 
#3 
4 al 
# 
Ta 
'$£4Y 
w 
— 0 4 
1 
3 
983 
31 
774 
l 5 
y 
5 
A 1 
+ 
2 
8 
bi 
IF 
7 
. 
4 14 
*. 
* 
1 
1% 
3 s 
7 x 
i 
7 
| 
"Bs 
uo 
* 
171 
7 
5 
ey 
bays 
4 
ww 
3 
A 
3 
E. 
13 
* 
= 
. 
* 
483 
3 
3 
* 
ws L 
42 
3 
* 
. 


A 


178 A Form f Prayer 


comfoiitie dbAtine Hot diſtreſfect 


Sinners, the propitiatory''Sacrifice 


8 our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chrift ; into whaſe hands I reſign 


mycelt, my Soul and body, for tou 


haſt redeemed me, O Lord thou 


3 Crath:” Amen. 


ii on 50 bas AAIqTSS © 10 9346 


Fi ether impy Janes Helge 


1 Fi OY CHNES 


down upon all the Sons of 
men with — pity, I befeech 


thee to accept the prayers etre 3. 
Servant, 

from Society, and weighed down 
with Sorrow and Affliction. The 
debt which Lowe to thee has increa- 


who am inο] ſeparate 


ſed to a great ſige; give me thy 
Grace to diletrarge By in che beſt 


manner I am able. Yet it is not in 
me, O Lord, io offer any equal re- 
turn for thy Merey; dai have 


W _ offences, and 1 imp tect my 
. 
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repentance. Let me, then, lay be- 
fore thee the merits of my Saviour, 
ho came purpoſely into the world, 
thatche might ſa ve ſinners. Through 
him Eſupplicate the pardon of my 
Sins — fon there is none other name, 
given among men; whereby we can 
be ſaved. ©» 126 n 
II. 1: have oftended agamſt my 
neighbours” by ignorance, careleſs- 
neſs, or deſign, O blot out my tranſ. 
greſſions, and! deliver me from eters 
nal puniſhment. Give me an ops 
portunity, by my ſuture diligence, 

and more intenſe application to 
that Buſineſs and Employment, 
which chou hat allouedwein life, 

of making up for any loſſes or diſ- 
_ treffes:: L may» have: brought upon 
them; and det thy good Spirit turn 
their hearts to pity, to forgive, and 
to relievel me. And if any ſhall 
have behaved towards me with un- 
neceſſary ſeverity and rigoun;beſtow 
upon me ſuch a portion of Chriſtian 
benevolence, as to forgive them 


with 
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with all ſincerity of heart. Engraft 
upon my Soul all that meekneſs 
and contentednefs, that patience 
and reſignation, with which the Sa- 
viour of the world bore pain and 
ſuffering. And though, with ſorrow 
and conſuſion of face, I confeſs it, 
I have not at all times held faſt my 
Integrity, yet do thou, O Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort, ac- 
cept the repentance of a heart, that l 
ſincerely returns to thee, and give 
me that peace, which paſſeth all = 
 gerſtanding. And this I beg for 
VG _— Carilifs n me 674 


' Holy: Jihad God, ads i 
eſt not the death of a Sinner, 
but rather that he ſhould-turn from 

his wickedneſs and live: Lord, con- 
vert my Soul, remove my Sins, and 
frame 1077 heart, manner and life 
frm: 7 accord- 


53 * Art of Patience by the FNetnd of ths Whole : 
Duty: of Man. s 


according to thy bleſſed will, Thou 
who heareſt the poor, and deſpiſeſt . 
not the wretched captive, viſit all 
chat are bound: Lord, hear them in 
an acceptable time, and help them 
in the day of Salvation: preſerve 
the oppreſled and deſpiſed of men: 
ſay unto the priſoners, Go, forth, 
and to them that are in "darkneſs, 
| ſhew yourlelves : bind up the bro= - 
ken hearted, proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and open the priſon to 
them that are ſhutup : comfort them 
that mourn, let their deep ſighing 
come before thee; and according to 
the greatnels of thy power, preſerve 
© thou them that are appointed to 
Lord, lift thou up my head, en- 
large my feet and bring me out of 
all bondage, that I may live to ſerve 
and praiſe thee in the Aſſembly, of 
thy Servants: Howe ver thou plea- 
ſeſt to diſpoſe of me, let all my ſuf- 
ferings redound to thy Glory, and 
my own un give me patience 


ö 1 
1 
4 
1 
* 
— 
{ 
1 U 
Fi 1 
7 } 
"21 1 
1 
4 
1 
i 
. 
4K 
1 
4 
j 
= 
} 
F; 
1 
7 
} 
! 
»* 
: = 
[1 
bp; 
1 
: 
1 
\ 
238} 
138; 
. 
14 
N k 
ac 
15 
Fits 
* 
" 
7 0 
N 17 
£ v 
43 4 
114 
1 * 1 
' +8 
\ 
ö 3 
: 1 
F 
177 
; 1 
409 
£587 
1 
48 
1. 
"x 
; 
[9 
1 
"1881 
14 
: "i 1 
- 
. 7; i 
8 : 
/ 1 Wy 
= 8 
7." | Bs 
—— 7 
1 . 
1 
i 
* * 1 
. 
1 
a 
. T7 
£11788 
. 4 
l 1 
: 1s 
4K 
% / s 2 
(2 
1 
1 
i 
& © * 
©) C33 
* 7 
'7- v4 
bt 
i 
1 
> 
: . 
=. 4 
775 
1 
5 
57 
7 
” 
* 
4 
1 
7 
15 
\ v7 
4 
2F'- 
13s 
) 7 
1 
1 
13 
2 
C3 
* 
1 
15 
| 
| 
N 
N 


1 1 
o 


U 
— 2 „ 
— I — — — — * 2 * — — 2 
n — ——ä—m—E — ng — en — 
——— — — 


* — — — — — 
n — ͤ—ůdue ( 
de by, wh » - : 
a * 5 Ts 


. — - — 
n * I 
2 " a ade ** 


——— one Wy, 


pm 01 ay —— — 
1 — — — 
—— — — 
. * 


— 
— 


. K 
th 
Fi 
8 

4 * pe 
* 8 
"23311 
+£3.43 
- - 
* + 491 * 
27 i 
ES $208 

4. 
*. a 

"Fig 

C &7 

"4 

— 

d 3 
4 

U * 
177 

1 
122 
10 
1 
3 
1 
48 

1 I% 
184 
8 
» Z&S % 

* 
7 % 

5 
'SS 
4 bf 
113 
3 
$1 L 

4 
So 
14 
"as 

17 % 
9 

b 
EE | 

> 
"$5 Þ 

14 
CEE 

* 

Sn - 
ot» 4 
HE: 
1 
* 

A4 of 
6 

5 
$6. 
EY 
a5 3 
£1 

1 
n 
» 

4 * 
La 
4 
XY 
fy « 
2 

* "Is 
2 * 
E. 
4444 
F 
Q * 
= 
4 1 
1 

* 
. 
7 x 

4 1 . 
; [1 
1 
+ 
4 
L . 

#5 © 
4 
5 

Ay 

—_ 
* 


5 
[7 
. 
o 'F 
5 
[ 
2 
3 
14 
73 
s 
* 


* 7 noe o _ 


. 
: 
: 
: 
. 


1 
6 


to endure, Naa a e 10 de. 


ped on thee, a fitm faith io appre- 
e 


nd thy promiſes, and a hope to 


ex pectichy ſa vin health: conſider 
my. weakneſs, and lay, no more upon 
me, than thou wilt, enable me: to 
hear chearfully : ſanctify my afflic- 


tions, and make them good to me 
insthe fruits of righteouſns 8, which. 
thou haſt laid up for all. thoſe, that 


reſt on thee. Hear me, O Lord, 


and let my cry come unto. thee, and. 


ee l me. Amen. 


— 


4 Prayer for Patience. * 


| FE Mot gracious God, 5 not = 


Spirit of Impatience poſſeſs 


| me. whereby I may in any meaſure 


eur thy diſpleaſute: Thou art my 


q GY 451 0 let: me not ſtrive with 


Make: | 


thee, 
and therefore 11 


0 10 13 * work of thine hands, 
FN Ms 7: £2 OG 4 ih thee- there 1 18 no 

i or l e N thee, by. 
1 ole V6 © Srugghng! 
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ſtruggling under the yoke of afflic- 
tion, the End thereof will be gall to 
my mouth, and bitterneſs to my 
Conſcience. But, O Lord, it is not 

my puniſhment thou purſueſt aſter: 
it is my repentance, and amendment 
of life; and what thou art pleaſed 
to inflict upon nie, is only to recall 
me to my duty; which, when Thave 
perfectly learnt, I know thou wil 
fully reward and recompenſe my 
atience, that I may poſſeſs my own 
Fouls day of the Lord Jeſus. 
O thou who art the wiſe diſpoſer 
of all things, both in Heaven and 
Earth, let me lock up to thee, from 
whence cometh Wliction, and then 
inſpe@ my own heart, where I ſhall 
find out the real eaufe: O let ne- 
thing chen ſeemtoperplex me, whic 
thou, in thy good 'pleafure, knowe 
to be advantageaus, but let me ever 
be content to drink of the bittereſt 
cup of afflictlion which chou haſt al- 
lotted me. O let thy good Spirit 

Hill ſtrive wich me, and draw me 
e unto 


0d Fax 


unte thee- with the cords. of thy 
love. It is, of thy tender mercies 
that I am not conſumed, but I know 
that thy compaſſion fails not towards 
poor and wretched, Sinners. Lord! 
give me grace to perform this duty, 
And lay of my affliction, as thou O 
Jeſus! didſt of thy bitter cup and 
Paſſion— Father! if it be thy will, 
i Weis 4 from me: yet not 
ſve am blogucart ior. ono hn 
4 Preparatory Prayer for the _ 
; $36 . i Judgment to come. 


JJ G0 ESO 3.4 
Oo Almighty .Lord God, who 
haſt appointed a day wherein 
thou wilt, bring all! the world to 
Judgment, with every ſecret thing, 
Whether it be good or whether it be 
evil: make me to try my Soul, daily 
and hourly, at the bar of my-own 
conlcience, that, accuſing and judg- 
ing myſelf for my Sins and Tranf. 
„ () won, 


@*. 
#1 © *:# 
S net 1 a 
FT” at 


* . 1 . Tat. a ; . - * f 
3 . 7 4 12 2 * N 35 £ 3 Bk 5 1 a 6 
From the ſame. 

$ 2 5 . 5 0 172 


— 


for ' Priſoners. bv 18 5 


greſſions, and ſuffering patiently the 


CT 32:4 


thoughts, that the fear of it and thee, 
may be ever before my Eyes. Give 
me an earneſt deſire, and a careful 
endeavour, to reform thoſe Evil 
Actions that have brou ght this im- 
prilonment upon me, to direft all 
my ways, and to order the courſe of 
my future life, according to the 
rule and precepts of thy holy word: 
let it be my utmoſt care and dili- 
gence, to have a good conſcience 
in all things, and ſo to live, that, my 
life being approved of by thee, my 
death may be happy, and my ap- 
pearance before thee, in the day of 
thy coming, ſurrounded with Joy 
and comfort. pes 3x * 1; $39 * | 3 
Gram, that che merit of thy death, 
and virtue of thy Tefürteczen, 0 
bleſſed Saviour, may both mortify 
all my ſinful and corrupt affections, 
DenRA 8 8 ag 3 1 | and 
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and raiſeme tothe life of righteoul- 


_ nels, that dying to fin, and govern- 


ed here by thy power, and hereafter 


acquitted by thy final Sentence, I 


may at laſt arriye to a perfect union 
with thee, with a full. view and Eter- 
nal Enjoyment of thee, and thy 


bleſſed preſence. Grant this, O 


| meeiful Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's 


- gs + * : 1 2 
#- * 4 7 * » . 
1 


A Prayer in Exile. Tf 
3 Lord God, Lord of the Moun- 
# tains and Vallies, Land and 
Sea, and the God of the Exiled and 
Qut · caſt 5 thou doſt wth much pa- 
tience behold oppreſſion and wrong, 
until the meaſures of Iniquity 


filled up: O Lord. behold the 
preſſures of me thy poor, deſpiſed, 


and dejected Servant; dbubly de- 
jected, in having, by my offences, 
Vrought myſelf into this forlom 
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Situation. Thy mercy and gracious 
audience of the afflicted is not con- 
fined to any place; every place is 
equally near Heaven, and wherever 
men lift up pure hands and hearts, 
worſhipping thee in Spirit and in 
Truth, thou art there preſent to 
hear and help them. Lord, thou 
ſeeſt good to permit me tothe pow- 
er ol men to exerciſe me, yet can 
they not ſhut thy merciful Ears 
againſt me; O let my complaints 
therefore come before thee; let thy 
word lead me in thy way, and let 
thy good ſpirit direct me. 
Lord, leave me not deſtitute and 
comfortleſs in my afflictions; be my 
Guide and Help in : this earthly 
pilgrimage and Valley of Tears, 
unto, and in, the hour which thou 
halt appointed to take me hence, 
into the incorruptible and undefiled 
Inheritance, which thou, by thy 
power, haſt reſerved in Heaven for 
all believers: where no hand of the 
oppreſſor can reach, and where _ 
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be no curſe; no ſin, no ſear of for- 


feiture. Into which no Enemy ſhall 


be admitted, and from which no 


| Inhabitant ſhall be caſt out. Lord, 


hear and help me; Lord, have mer- 


cy upon me, and grant me that 
which Taſk according to thy will, 


and that which I ſhould: alk, which 


thou knoweſt beſt for me, tir the 
infinite merits. ol the Son of thy 


Love, the Author! and fidiſher of 


our Salvation, Jefus Chriſt the 


93 | 8 * 


4 Frog for an Raby! death. * 


95 m 4 | 
0 Molt great and mighty God! 1 
| in whoſe hands are the iſſues 
of Life and Death! Thou ordereſt 


all things by thy infinite power pod 
| 


wiſdom, and haſt appointed for a 

men once to die; and after this ſhort 
life is ended, haſt, of thy infinite 
Goodneſs, ; Provide for thy faithful 


5 F Servants 


% 
= - 


K 
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Servants a State of endleſs Bliſs and 
Happineſs. O make me truly fen- 
ſible of the frailty and uncertainty 
of my life; and teach me ſo to num- 


ber my days, that I may apply my | 


heart unto true wildom. Let not 


Death ever ſurprize me unawares, 


or find me in a ſlate unprovided. 
But grant that I may live in ſuch a 
_ conſtant preparation for my latter 
End and ſo diligently improve my 


time in this confinement | that how 


| ſuddenly ſoeverthou ſhalt be pleaſed 
to take me out of this world, I may 
be found ready and prepared for 
that great account, which I muſt one 
lay, give beſore the Judgment Seat 
of Chriſt. Enable me, by the Aſſiſt-· 
ance of thy Grace and holy Spirit, 
to finiſh the great work of my Sal- 
vation before the night comes when 


ir e work, and tO lay up a2 


ood foundation of Hope and Com- 
fort againſt the hour of my death; 
hall come, I may look back upon a 
| i 
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5 when the time of my departure 
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well:ſpent life with Joy and Com- 
fort, and may meet death without 
WWW 
Lock upon me, O moſt gracious 
God, when the time of my diſſolu- 
tion draws nigh, as a reconciled 
Father in Chriſt Jeſus. Speak peace 
unto my conſcience, and ſay unto 
my Soul, I am the God of thy Sal- 
vation.” Let not the cruel Enemy 
of Souls affrighten me with his ter- 
rors; but give thy holy Angels 
charge over me, to keep me out -of 


his bands, and let the comforts of 


chy holy Spirit cheer and refreſh my 
Soul, in its paſſage through this 
Vale of tears and mifery to a happy 
O Lord ileave me not to mykelt 
in that time of diſtreſs, when I Thall 
ſtand ſo much in need of thee. Con- 
firm my faith; ſupport me in my 
. dying agonies; and forſake me not 
When my ftrength faileth. Let thy 
merciful Ears, O God, be then open 
to my prayers ; and ſpare me, O 
"Hou! DO Lord 


* 
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moſt holy, O God moſt. mighty, O 
holy and merciful Saviour, thou 
moſt worthy Judge eternal! ſuffer 
me not at my laſt hour, through any 
pains of body, or weakneſs of hang 
to renounce my dependence upon 
thee. But grant, O merciful. Fa- 
ther, that, with an humble reliance 
on thy mercies, and the infinite me- 
rits of my dear Redeemer, and with 
an entire ſubmiſſion to thy bleſſed 
will, I may cheerſully reſign up my: 
Soul into thy hands, and may be 
willing and even deſirous to leave 
this world, when thou, my God, in 
thy great wiſdom, ſhalt ſee it fitting. 
O Lord! let me never be ſeparas 
ted from thee: but grant that my 
Soul may beſo united to thee, who 
art the fullneſs of all Happineſs, by 
the ſtrongeſt ties ot Faith, Love, 
and Obedience; that after a Life 
ſpent here in thy Service, I may 
dwell with thee in Life everlaſting, 
and be received into thoſe manſions 
ok eternal | bliſs and glory, 2 
| | thou 
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thou haſt prepared for them that 
truly love and fear thee; through 
the merits and for the ſake, of thy 
beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, our only 
ved and e Amen. 


4 er for Condi Mitts, 
by Biſhop Wilſon. Bs 


0 God whoſe Jud gments avginſt 
all obſtinate offenders are moſt 
| fevere and terrible, and whoſe mer- 
cies 'are infinite towards all thoſe 
who with hearty repentance and 
true faith turn unto Thee; look 
down we beſeech Thee with an Eye 
of pity on theſe perſons now lying 
under the Sentence of Death ready 
to be executed upon them. 
In che midſt of Judgment, remem- 
ber mercy, and let thy power and 
tender compaſſion be ſhewed in 
their converſion, as thy ee has 
appeared in their condemnation. 
Give them a true Senſe of all the 
209+ nn of their lives N 75 
| and 


8 


and eſpecially of thoſe ſins that have 
brought this Bases upon them; 

that their conſciences being awaken= 
ed by the near approach of Death, 
they may call their ways to remem- 
brance, and turn to Thee in weep= 
ing, faſting, and praying. And the 

gracious God be merciful unto them 
in the free pardon of all their Sins! 
_ Bleſſed God, and lover of Souls, 
let the ſorrowful fighing of the pri- 
ſoners come before Thee, and by 
the greatneſs of thy power preſerve 
Thou thoſe that are appointed to 
die. We know, O Lord, that there 
is no ward. impoſſible with Thee, 

and that 1t 1s not always much time 
and knowledge, but thy Grace, 
which fits men for Heaven, which 
we humbly pray Thee to vouchſafe 
to theſe thy poor creatures, who 
have no hopes but in thy great mer- 
cy in Jeſas Chriſt ; for whole ſake 
we pray God to hear us; and at the 
hour of death and in the day of 
Judgment, good Lord deliver us. 


2 for Priſoners. e 
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And ſanctify we moſt humbly be- 
ſeech Thee, theſe Examples to this 
whole land, that we may all ſee that 
it is indeed an evil thing and bitter 
10 forſake the Lord; and that ve 
may teach our Children and our 
HFHouſeholds, to fear God always; 
that they may continue thine ever 
until they come to thine everlaſting 
Kingdom, through: Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. - 


RE 


— 


1 The ßerſons for whom the above 
© prayer was intended being con- 

© demned ſor Burglary and Robbery, 

. the Biſhop added an Exhortation 
 » which is here abridged, | 


ND now we have charitably 
offered up our prayers to God 
in behalf of theſe poor priſoners, it 
will be a proper time to ſpeak of 
the crime for which they are to ſuffer 
death. And it is a matter ſerioufly 
to be lamented by this generation 
that the Vice of Stealing is now be. 
; | e dome 
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come too common. That nothing 
may be wanting on our parts towards 


curing this Evil, I will, in as plain a 


manner as may be, ſhew you the 
great Evil of this Vice, by 


This is a grievous ſin on many 
accounts. It does great diſhonour 
to the providence of God, as if God 
could not provide for his creatures 
without their taking evil courſes to 
get what they want. We know what 
a reproach it would be to the Maſter _ 
of a family, if his Servants ſhould 
ſteal to get themſelves bread; and 
will nat God be as much diſpleaſed 
with hrs Servants, when they bring 
ſo great a ſcandal on his Providence, 
which takes care of all his creatures 


and does the beſt for them? 


It is true God has made ſome 
poor and ſome rich; but then he 
has commanded the rich to take 
care of the poor out of the plenty he 
has given them, which if they do, 
6 12987 I 2 be 


— 
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he will reward them; and it they 
negle& to do fo, they will ſuffer for 
it. On the other hand he has com- 
manded the poor to be contented 
with their condition and not to de- 
fire by unjuſt ways to better it, but 
to depend upon his providence and 
promiſe, that they ſhall not want 
what is needful for them; and that 
he will make them a great amends 
in the next world for what they want 
in this. : th JESSE THTIG 


Now, if men will not believe 
God, nor truſt his promiſes, but will 
take evil courſes for what they want, 
they provoke him to leave them to 
their own ways, and then they ſoon 
bring reproach and ruin upon their 
name and family; they for the moſt 
part continue poor beſides; and 
what is moſt ſad, they take the way 
to make the next life more miſerable 
. 5, of 


But there is another thing which 
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ſhould make all men to abhor this 
Vice, and that is, the great difficulty 
ol repenting truly of it. Moſt peo- 
ple hope, ſometime or other to re- 
pent them of their Sins, tho' few 
conſider how hard it is to forſake 
any one Vice to which one is ac- 
cuſtomed ; but eſpecially to repent 
of this fin is very hard; for it is dif- 
ſicult, very difficult to fleſh and 
blood, to aſk forgiveneſt, to reſtore 
ill- gotten goods, or to make ſatisfac- 
tion tothole who have been wrong- 
ed; and yet this is a part of true re- 
pentance, that people ſhould as 
much as is in their power, undo 
what they have done amiſs. _ 


ls it needful to tell you that this 
Vice is grievous upon another ac- 
count; that it cauſes unchriſtian 
Quarrels, heart-burnings, and diſ- 
content amongſt neighbours; is an 
occaſion that honeſt people are with- 
out cauſe ſuſpected, and evil reports 
raiſed on ſuch as do not deſerve 
0; S8 ẽäũ ; 
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chem, to the breach of Charity and 
good neighbourhood? In ſhort; 
u brings Sin, and Shame, and ſome- 
times Death, you ſee, upon people 


here; and without repentance, 


death eternal hereaſter. And tho' 
thoſe people who are addicted to 


be dies do always hope never to 
e diſcovered, yet few eſcape ; ſoon- 


er or later the providence of God 
brings them either to ſhame or pu- 


niſhment. | 


The moſt effeQual way of curing 


this Vice as well as moſt others, is 
to let people lee the neceſſity, the 
ſatisſaction and the advantage of 


: bringing ap their Children and Ser- 


vants in the fear of God and under 
a Senſe of his all- ſeeing Eye. 


Shame and Death are dreadſul 


things; but yet they are not of pow- 


er to keep men from Sin, without 


it people are not bred up. oy | 


1 | 
» 


1 
[ 
_ | 
8 
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the fear of God, it is next to a m 
racle if they ever turn out well; fa 
that rich and poor ſhould all aim at 

this, to teach their Children the 

ways of Piety and Virtue. 73 


People may be poor and not 
able to give their Children learning; 
but in a Chriſtian country none can 
poſſibly want means of having them 
inſtructed in things neceſſary to 
Salvation; for want of which many 
are ruined without ſuſpecting the 
danger. ee 


- If, after inſtilling proper prinei- 
pulwes, people would be careful to 
puniſh and diſcountenance all ap- 
pearance of this Evil we are fpeak- 
ing of, many would live orderly who 
are now:a burthen to the land. But 
God knows, there are ſome: feeds 
and branches af this Evil which men 
do not think fit to diſcountenance; 

not conſidering, that the greateſt 
Sinners began at firſt with leſſer 


crimes. 
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crimes. Judas was at firſt a Thief, 


at laſt he 3 his Maſter, and 
then hanged 


imſelf. So ſurely 


does one vice make way for another, 


if not in time prevented: which 


ſhould be a warning to ſuch as live, 
or ſuffer their Children to live, in a 


courſe of Sin without advice or cor- 


rection. 


Remember well the advice of 


Solomon, © The rod and reproof 
give wiſdom ; but a child left to 


| himſelf bringeth his parents to 


Shame.” Let them learn from your 
Example to ſhun, to hate a Vice, 
which is ſo dangerous and ſo ſname- 
ful. But above all, let them know 
that it is a ſin that will ruin their 
Souls. It is true, it is a ſad thing 

to be ex poſed to ſhame; to come to 
An untimely end, but it 18 : much 1 
more dreadful to be ſhut out of 


— 


: - To conclude ;—: Without the 
9931 . 7 *-: 7 UrAne 
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Grace of God all your Endeavours | 


will be to no purpoſe ; therefore do 
not tail to pray conſtantly for your 


* 


children, that the fear of God may 


ever be with them, to keep them 
from every evil way. Amen. 


* . 7 
* . 
P 5 
| 


In the Year 1746, a young woman 
was murdered in the Iſle of Man 
y a perſon by whom ſhe was preg- 
_ nant, and for which he was con- 
 demned and executed. On this 
melancholy occafion the good Biſhop 


ſent a circular Letter, of which 


the following is a part, to his 


E having at this time a 
mournful Inſtance before 


— 


us of an unhappy man under the 


righteous Sentenceof condemnation 
for the freadful Sin of Murder at- 
tended with uncommon circum- 
ſlances of the moſt barbarous cru. 

ö e elty; 
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elty; let us conſider, I beſeech you, 


what God will expect, eſ oy of 
us his miniſters, upon this Occaſion; 


What good ve may probably do, 
and what future evils we may hope 
through the Grace of God to pre- 
vent, by plainly and affectionately 
laying before our people the true 


cauſes which lead to ſuch dreadful 


The Apoſtle tells us that when 
men will not retain God in their 
knowledge, but have caſt off the 


fear of God, God will give them up 

to a reprobate mind, or a mind void 

of judgment, ſo as to commit all 
Iniquity with Greedineſs. This was 
the caſe of this unhappy man; he 
had grieved the holy Spirit of God, 
by which he had been ſanctified at 
Baptiſm ; he caſt off the fear of God. 


and grieved his holy Spirit till he 


was left to himſelf, and to that evil 
ſpirit, who goes about ſeeking whom 


he may "ruin, finding chem from 


under 
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under God's eſpecial protection; 
and we ſee how it ended. 


And this, or ſome: ſuch ſad con- 
ſequence, will be the caſe of every. 
Sinner, who caſting off the fear of 
_ God continues to hve in any known 
ſin whatever. S709 01: | 


Ik people will take themſelves 
from under God's protection, by 
leaving off to pray daily to God. 
if they fall into a careleſs and idle 
way of living, run into looſe and 
wicked company, hear profane peo- 
ple make a mock of ſin; if they fall 
into an habit of profaning the Lord's 
day, by idleneſs, finful diverſions or 
niegliecting the public worſhip of 
_ God; theſe things will certainly 
grie ve the holy Spirit of God, by 
which alone we can be kept from 
the ways of fin and damnation. 


We have here therefore a good 
occalion of admoniſhing Young 
8 4 People, 


damning nature. 
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% F . 


People, whether men or women, to 


take care of the beginnings of ſin. 
No body is exceeding wicked all at 


once; the devil is too cunning to 


ſtartle men with temptations to great 
and frightful crimes at firſt; but if 
he can tempt them to leave off their 


prayers, to take God's name in vain, 


to drink, to ſwear, to hear filthy dif- 
courſe, to ſpeak of the vices of 
d Others with pleaſure, &c. he will | 


ſoon tempt them. to Crimes of a 


| 


a «A — : 
; 143 * 


Little did theſe unhappy people 
think what it would end in when 
they gave themſelves up to a liberty 
of uncleanneſs and whoredom ; fins, 
God knows, too, too common a- 
mongſt us, too lightly ſpoken and 
thought of, too often made a jeſt 


A 


dreadfully. 


| of 5 and yet We ſee it ended molt 


his, ſad Inſtance, my brethren, 
with your plain and wholeſome 
Ae „% 
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advice and inſtructions upon it, | 
whilſt this unhappy man continues 1 
amongſt us, together with all our 
pPrayers, may N God's Grace, 


put a ſtop to theſe ſins of impurity 1 
and fornication and avert the Guilt 1 
and Judgments that will follow, if = 
not thus prevented, 5 74 
In order to this, Young Women | 


ſhould be made ſenſible of the great 
 Goodnels of God, in implantin 
modelly in the Sex, for a guard anc 
ſecurity of their Innocency and Hap- 
pineſs; fo that when a Woman once 
loſes her Modeſty ſhe lays herſelf 
open to every fin which the devil 
or wicked men can tempt her to. 
_ Young Women therefore ſhould be 
plainly told that if they will give ear 
to lewd diſcourſes, to filthy compa- 
ny, this will end in undue liberties, 
and thoſe, too likely, will end in the 
lols of their reputation and chaſtity, 
jf not of their Souls 
8 EY 
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Ahove all they ought to be warn- 
ed againſt being tempted to violate 
their chaſtity by promiſes of Mar- 
age, tho backed by Oaths and 
Curſes: theſe promiſes are ſeldom 
kept, and if kept they are, often at- 
tdtended with Jealouſy, Shame, and 

An uncomfortable lifſfe. 


— é 


A woman muſt be deſtitute of 


17 CT c SIDE FOILS | 
niſhed, at the peril of their Souls, 
not to tempt the Chaſtity of poor 
thoughtleſs creatures, to the loſs of 
their credit, of their happineſs in 
this world, and to the hazard of 
their Souls in the world to come. 
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i is great, and muſt be wiped away” 
by a long and bitter repentance or 
attended with eternal damnation. 
Let ihem therefore be adviſed” to 
eonfider-how great this ſin is, fince 
God has mereifully provided a re- 
medy for ſuch as cannot live ſingle; 
Marriage being honourable 1n all, 
and the bed undefiled“; and there- 
fore Whoremongers and Adulter- 
ers God has declared he will judge." 

j 


4 


Pou will now alfo have an affect 
ing occation of .exhorting ſuch pa- 


R 


rents as have any eoncern for them- 


ſelves ot their Children, to take great 
care of their Children's manners, of 
the company they keep; —10 bring 
them up in the fear of God and in 
a ſenſe of his all- ſeeing Eye; to 
_ keep them ſtrictly from profaning 

the Lord's day, and neglecting the 
publie ſervice of the Church, which 
is generally the beginning of moſt 
Evils;—to warn their daughters 
6.45 F'2 early 
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early of the danger of being deluded 
and ruined by lewd men, never 
forgetting what the Spirit of God 
aſſures us, that a Child left to her- 
felt will bring her parents to Shame, 
and „ 4-57 1tS 


4 
» % 


1 Prayers by. Biſhop Wilſon on the 


above Occaſion. © 


A LMIGHTY God, who by th. 
Grace and Providence ball 
brought this perſon, now under Sen- 
tence of Death, to glorify thee for 
bringing his great and crying Sins 
to light, in an open and bee con- 
feſſion of them, and in acknowledg- 
ing the Juſtice of that Sentence 
paſſed upon him for them; we moſt 
humbly beſeech thee to continue 
thy grace and mercy to him, that 
| his conſcience being awakened by 
the near approach of Death, he may 
call his ways to remembrance 
R 5 and 


2 


Prayers. +». a 


and M4 and bewail and abhor, 
all the Sins of his life paſt. And, 
O merciful God, give him true re- 
pentance for them, even. that re- 
pentance to which thou haſt promiſed 
mercy and pardon, that his Death 
may be a bleſſing to him, and that 

he may find mercy at the great day 
| through the merits and mediation 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


14 Prayer againſt deſþatr.. . 


J 5 ather of Mercies and God of 


all comfort, who by thy bleſ- 
—1 Son haſt eie that al fins 


ſhall be forgiven unto the ſons of 


men upon their true repentance, let 
this moſt comfortable word ſupport 
the Spirit of this thy ſervant under 


the 3 of Death, againſt the 


_ temptations of the Devil, and the 
fears that may poſleſs bis Soul. 
eee his Sins are great they 


cab 13 cannot 


e A Thithſtiving. 


<8thor be too (ears for thy mercy, 
Which is inhnfte ive Em true 
FSpentafce for 811- ne 2rrors of bis 
life paſt, and ſtedfaſt faith in thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, that his ſins may 
Be dene away by thy mercy, and 
Bis pardon ſealed in heaven before 
He go hence ; through © the, merits 
_ of the fame Jeſus « Chrift our Borg. | 
Amen. il 
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oO "Lined God ob; my 7 
who art indeed the Hope of 
all that put their Truſt in thee, 
und Who in thy own good time 
.Uoſt relieve - them from all the 
| Fine of wary how: eue 
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doth my heart bleſs and prails 
thee for bringing me te the End 
of this dreary and ſolitary con- 
finement. Sandctify, I beſeech thee, 
all thoſe © ſeridus reflektiens that 
have ariſen in my mind during 


this long ſeparation from the 


world; and give me grace to 
perform all thoſe good reſoluti- 
ons which I have formed in this 
Solitude. Grant that this may 
be the beginning of a new life to 
me, that I may conſtantly endea- 
vour for the future to redeem my 
miſpent hours, and correct and 
< forfake all the Errors, Crimes, 
and Miſdemeanours of my for- 
mer life. O ſtrengthen me with 


thy good Spirit, give me a lively 


Faith, an invincible and conſtant 
| Perſeverance in this race, that 

thou mayſt ſay to me as thou 
didſt to the Supplicant in the 
- Goſpel — Thy Sins are forgiven 
thee: and that I may at length 
obtain the reward, of —— 
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